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Get the Fairtrade habit 



Carolyn Bailey in the Wendover parish Fairtrade Shop @St Mary's photo Frank Blackwell 


WITH around 270 churches in 
the Oxford Diocese support- 
ing the campaign for fair 
trade, this month’s Fairtrade 
Fortnight, from 6-19 March, 
promises to be a lively one. 

More than one third of all 
diocesan churches have now 
pledged to use Fairtrade tea 
and coffee, with most of those 
also becoming ‘Fairtrade 
churches’, committed to using 
other Fairtrade products 
where appropriate and to pro- 
moting the campaign. 

World Development 

Adviser Maranda St John 
Nicolle is delighted at the sup- 
port: ‘Oxford Diocese now 
has one of the highest num- 
bers of committed churches in 
the country. We decided at 
diocesan synod in 2003 that 
we wouldn’t claim Fairtrade 
Diocese status until 60 per 
cent of our churches were 
involved, so we’re not there 
yet, but it’s inspiring to see so 
many churches seeking to “do 
justice” in this way.’ 

The FAIRTRADE Mark on 
a product guarantees that its 
producers are assured of a fair 
deal. 

Maranda says: ‘The deci- 
sion by an individual or a 
church to use such products 
may seem insignificant. But 
the sum of thousands such 
decisions is enormous; 
Fairtrade sales in the UK grew 


from £16.7 million in 1998 to 
£140 million in 2004. Such 
growth benefits producer 
communities worldwide; 
CafeDirect alone estimates 
that its suppliers earned more 
than £2.8 million more in 
2003 than they would have 
without Fairtrade. 

This year’s Fairtrade 
Fortnight theme, ‘Make 

'It's a question of jus- 
tice. If you were the per- 
son who was growing the 
raisins or picking the 
coffee beans, wouldn't 
.you like to think some- 
one cared enough to give 
you a fair wage for it?' 

Fairtrade Your Habit’, 
encourages people to choose 
the brand as regularly as pos- 
sible. Events have been 
planned around the diocese to 
highlight the message and 
introduce some of the more 
than 1,300 products that 
carry the Mark, from tea and 
coffee to chocolate and 
clothes. 

Many churches are plan- 
ning to include Fairtrade in 
their worship. There’s a 
themed service at The Good 
Shepherd, Cox Green and a 
dramatic sketch at Trinity, 
Lower Earley. 


St Frideswide’s, Water 
Eaton are including an article 
in their parish magazine. 

At St. Mary’s, Wendover, 
which supports ‘@St Mary’s’, 
an innovative high-street out- 
reach that combines the 
church offices and a Fair 
Trade shop, parishioners are 
organising a High Street cof- 
fee morning. Carolyn Bailey 
says the aim is to show that 
‘you don’t have to compro- 
mise on quality to go 
Fairtrade.’ 

Why do so many get 
involved? Pam Thompson of 
Trinity, Lower Earley, told us: 
‘It’s a question of justice. If 
you were the person who was 
growing the raisins or picking 
the coffee beans, wouldn’t 
you like to think that some- 
one cared enough to give you 
a fair wage for it? And if you 
think that, then [going on 
Christ’s injunction ‘Do to oth- 
ers as you would have them 
do to you’] you have to be 
prepared to pay a fair wage.” 

For Fairtrade Fortnight 
resources log on to the 
Fairtrade Foundation at 
www.fairtrade.org.uk, the 
Tr aider aft website, www.tr aid- 
craft.co.uk, or contact CCOW 
on ccowinfo@fish.co.uk; 01865 
378059. For pledge forms to 
join go the diocese's campaign 
to www.oxford.anglican.org or 
from CCOW. 





Open Evening 
16th Mav 2006 


Cucldesdon 


The Oxford Ministry Course 
is based at and operates In 
partnership with, Ripon 
College Cuddesdon. 

The part-time Certificate and 
Diploma in Theology and 
Ministry, validated by the 
University of Oxford, is 
opentoordmands 
lay leaders, independent 
students and those engaged 
in the diocesan portfolio 
programme. 

Call Mrs Gill Pratley 
on: 01865 208 260 
www.oxmin.org.uk 
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News 


Your questions answered 

Purchase by the Church Commissioners of a new See house for the Bishop 
of Oxford has sparked controversy as press reports have compared spending 
on the house to the struggles of hard-up parishes to maintain their church- 
es. The DOOR put some of our readers' questions to the Commissioners. 


Q. What are the criteria for a modern bishop’s 
house? Why does it need to be so large? 
A. The house performs three functions: home; 
office; and a place for hospitality and meetings. 
It must offer a proper public/private divide so 
that family life is not disrupted, but accommo- 
dation for guests is provided within the family 
space. 

Generally it will have five to six bedrooms, a 
dining room, sitting room and (private) family 
room, kitchen, study, chapel and office for sec- 
retaries and chaplain. In the recent Strategic 
Review of See Houses, when there was wide 
consultation with bishops and other interested 
parties, bishops were clear that their office 
should be located at the See House and ideally 
the last three elements should be in a separate 
annex. This is pertinent in Oxford where the 
bishop currently has his office at Diocesan 
Church House. The new house needs the flexi- 
bility for an office, if required. 

The bishop’s functions include pastoral over- 
sight of the diocese, teaching, preaching and 
ministering to his diocese. He might also have a. 
national role. He has a prominent role to play 
in the local community and in civic and dioce- 
san life. This requires an office on the premises 
for regular meetings with his senior staff, cler- 
gy, local and government officials and members 
of the public. 

Q. Couldn’t the meetings/visitors be accommo- 
dated elsewhere in the diocese? 
A. This was considered in the recent review. 
Hospitality is a fundamental element of the 
bishop’s ministry and should emanate from his 
home. Working long and irregular hours is a 
feature of Episcopal life and offering hospitali- 
ty from his home gives the bishop a greater 
chance to be with his family. 

Q. Why can’t money from investments by the 
Church Commissioners be used to repair many 
of the diocese’s churches? 

A. The Commissioners’ responsibilities are lim- 


ited by the legal duties they have been given by 
Parliament and the General Synod. The invest- 
ments are managed on behalf of the church: To 
meet pension commitments and to provide 
maximum sustainable funding for other pur- 
poses such as support for the work of bishops, 
cathedrals and parish ministry. 

The Commissioners contribute some £160 
million towards the church’s annual running 
costs of around £900 million. Their fund is 
fully spoken for by existing commitments. 

Q. Will the criteria for bishop’s houses be 
reviewed in the foreseeable future? 
A. The Strategic Review recommends the crite- 
ria be reviewed every five years to take account 
of changes in patterns of ministry or in society 
- climate change for example. 

Q. Will distribution of the funds held by the 
Church Commissioners be reviewed? 
A. In July 2005 the General Synod welcomed 
emerging proposals set out in the interim report 
of the Resourcing Mission Group, chaired by 
the Bishop of Bath and Wells. This included the 
option that dioceses should be given more dis- 
cretion over the use of the Commissioners’ 
funds rather than, as happens at present, the 
monies being ring-fenced at the centre for spe- 
cific purposes. 

Following the Group’s final report in January 
2006 it is intended that in the coming months 
there should be further consultation with all 
interested parties on the practical detail. 

Q. Are the actions of the Church 
Commissioners subject to scrutiny by the 
Charity Commission as with other charities? 
A. Not at present although this will change if 
the Government’s proposed Charities Bill is 
enacted as drafted. 

The Commissioners answer questions on 
their activities in both parliament and the 
General Synod and submit their annual report 
to both bodies. 




THE Revd Chris Bull of Christ Church, Flackwell Heath has 
been appointed County Chaplain of Buckinghamshire Royal* 
British Legion. Here he receives his stole of office from County 
President Kenneth Ross DL. Chris succeeds the Revd Canon 
Tim Higgins who is moving to Bristol. 


At home in the world church 


THE Diocese of Oxford and 
our companion Diocese of 
Vaxjo in Sweden are offering 
17 people the opportunity of 
joining a creative course that 
will prepare them to stimu- 
late, encourage and educate 
parishes in thinking and 
working on global issues; 
evangelism development; the 
environment; AIDS; and to 


share participation of each 
other’s joys and struggles in 
mission. 

For more information about 
the project by The Council for 
Partnership in World Mission 
email MarandaStJohnNicolle 
on: ccowinfo@fish.co.uk 

(01865 370895), or TimNaish 
on: timnaish@surefish.co.uk 
(01993 881270). 


On the agenda at Synod 


SPIRITUAL Care for Older 
People is on the agenda for 
Diocesan Synod on 4 March, 
when the Board for Social 
Responsibility will report on 
its project as well as introduc- 
ing a set of fact sheets for 
parishes on ministry to, with 
and for older people. 


Members will also hear the 
annual report of the Dean and 
Canons of Christ Church 
Cathedral. 

Proposals from the Bishop’s 
Council to reduce parish share 
increases from 2007-2009 in 
light of the Revised Reserves 
Policy will be also be debated. 


Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of The 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 


Pooling resources to 
reach out in Reading 

An ecumenical Resources 
Fair on Sunday 5 March will 
give worshippers the chance 
to pick the brains of fellow 
Christians about outreach in 
Reading. 

The fair, which runs from 3- 
9pm at The Globe in 
Portman Road, is part of the 
wider ecumenical initiative 
‘Regenerate’ which aims to 
help local churches become 
more effective in their regu- 
lar outreach and evangelism. 


Cloister Gallery is 
shortlisted for prize 

Dorchester Abbey’s recently 
refurbished Cloister Gallery 
with its display ‘If stones 
could speak...’ has been 
shortlisted for the presti- 
gious Gulbenkian Prize for 
Museums and Galleries. 
The Cloister Gallery was 
described by Dr Richard 
Riddell of the University of 
Oxford as: ‘the most innova- 
tive, bold and exciting eccle- 
siastical display to have been 
undertaken in this country.’ 

Trust Greenbelt to 
walk its own talk 

Trust Greenbelt (the grant- 
awarding arm of the 
Greenbelt Festival) wants to 
hear about any of your proj- 
ects combining faith, justice 
and the arts in their broadest 
sense. 

Festival organisers say it is 
the way the Festival will 
‘walk its own talk’ through 
the year. 

For more information go to 
www.greenbelt.org.uk/trust. 
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GARDENS 


Design 
Pruning 
Lawncare 
Landscaping 
Soil Improvement 
Irrigation and Maintenance 


Wes Maree 


Tel: 01869 145650 
Mobile: 07786 74)261 
Email: wesmaree@lovagegardens.com 
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Can nurture courses 


help your church grow? 


WfttRE 

church 

Scratches 


Bob Jackson in his book 'The Road to Growth - towards a thriving church' argues that the regu- 
lar provision of nurture courses is one of the key changes that can lead to the growth of the local 
church. And yet, latest figures suggest that only around 30% of our churches are regularly using 
any of the nurture programmes currently available. Janet Russell and Andrew Gear, parish devel- 
opment advisers in the diocese look at the four major nurture courses on offer, how parishes have 
responded to them and how churches can identify the best course for the people they seek to 
engage with. 


WHAT is meant by nurture 
courses? If we begin with 
Bishop Stephen's definition of 
evangelism as ‘the process 
whereby people become disci- 
ples of Jesus Christ’ then we 
begin to recognise that for 
most people, coming to faith 
is like a journey, but the jour- 
ney does not end with making 
a commitment, it becomes a 
lifelong pilgrimage. The min- 
istry of evangelism is best 
understood as helping people 
make the journey. One of the 
ways in which this happens is 
through what are known as 
'nurture courses'. 

Arising out of the major 
mission campaigns like 
Mission England in the 
1980s, nurture courses were 
originally intended to 
strengthen those who had 
recently come to faith. But the 
expression has now come to 
describe courses ranging from 
pre-evangelism all the way 
through to discipleship cours- 
es for mature Christians. 


x It is the most excit- 
ing project I have been 
involved with and so 
rewarding. God* is so 
evident in the whole 
process/ 


We have been looking at the 
four major nurture courses 
which are available and have 
invited parishes to comment 
on their experiences. These 
responses can be found on the 
Diocesan website. 

Melanie Bowker from 
Hanslope and Castlethorpe 
sums up why so many people 
are enthusiastic about the 
courses: ‘It is the most excit- 
ing project I have been 
involved with and so reward- 
ing. God is so evident in the 
whole process.’ 

Probably everyone has 
heard of the Alpha course. 
This brainchild of Holy 
Trinity Church Brompton is 
now an international phe- 
nomenon. ‘Alpha’ is aimed at 
seekers, new Christians and 
those who want to brush up 
on the basics. Whether it’s at 


home or in the workplace, the 
heart of Alpha is exploring 
Christianity with a group 
sharing a meal, using talks 
and discussion. 

‘Emmaus’ is focussed on the 
understanding of faith as a 
journey. One of its strengths 
is that it has a number of 
authors, representing a wide 
cross section of Christian tra- 
dition. It tries to strike a bal- 
ance between explanation and 
exploration. There is material 
for worship and resources to 
mark the different stages of 
the journey. Emmaus seems 
to start a lot earlier in an indi- 
vidual's faith journey than 
Alpha and then goes much 
further as the volume of mate- 
rial available would allow 
groups to meet over at least a 
three year period. 

Susie Simpson from High 
Wycombe described her 
church’s experience of 
Emmaus: ‘The course acts as a 
springboard for discussion 
and does not attempt to give 
you all the answers’. 

The new kids on the block 
of nurture course are 
‘START!’ from Church 
Pastoral Aid Society (CPAS) 
and ‘Essence’ from Kingsway 
publications. 

START! is written by Robin 
Gamble, a Diocesan 
Missioner and evangelist. 
John Westall in Reading 
describes START! as; ‘a good 
simple, straightforward, 'pre- 
Alpha' course’ . David Scurr 
in Thatcham agrees, ‘I chose 
START because it's simpler 
than Alpha and is more suit- 
able for people who have no 
previous understanding of the 
Christian faith.’ 

Its six sessions use a mix of 
video input, time to chat, sim- 
ple discussion activities and 
space for reflection. Its style 
is down-to-earth, enjoyable 
and honest. 

‘Essence’ is quite different 
from any of the other courses. 
Its over-riding objective is to 
help people who may view 
themselves as 'spiritual' to 
journey towards the Christian 
faith and aims to give an 
experiential introduction to 
the Christian faith in a cultur- 
ally relevant way. The six 
part course explores concepts 
which would be recognisable 


to those familiar with ‘New 
Age’ style spirituality. 

Essence seeks to help partic- 
ipants look at these concepts 
and issues from a Christian 


perspective. 

Each session contains a rich 


v If church people only 
know church people, 
then no nurture pro- 
gramme will create 
growth/ 


We are leading a day 
on Thursday 6 April 
for any church who 
has either never run or 
has struggled to run a 
nurture programme. 

It is aimed at 
ordained or lay people 
and will take place in 
Diocesan Church 
House from 10.00am - 
4.00pm. 

Information has 
been sent to your 
church in a recent 
mailing, but you can 
also contact Ruth 
Wilson on: 



blend of biblical material, 
reflection, and a great range 
of activities such as crafts, 
meditation, drawing and con- 
siderable use is made of 
music, poetry and symbols. 

So are nurture courses the 
answer to guaranteed growth 
method for all our churches? 
In this Diocese we heard from 
churches such as St Peter’s, 
Loudwater, St Mary’s, 
Amersham, St Michael’s, 
Warfield and St Mary’s, 
Bletchley who have been run- 
ning Alpha for 10 years and 
from others who tried Alpha 
or Emmaus once or twice and 
it ‘didn't work*. 

The evidence is very clear. 
Nurture courses work best in 
churches with a clear strategy 
for evangelism and a commit- 
ment to outreach. 

Any nurture programme 
has to be available within a 
context of developing rela- 
tionships with people outside 
the church, as highlighted by 
Ben Beecroft in Warfield: ‘In 
the summer term we reduce 
church meetings to a mini- 
mum, to give our people a 
rest, but also to enable them 
to invest in socialising, barbe- 
cues, trips out etc and seek to 
develop new relationships.’ If 
church people only know 
church people, then no nur- 
ture programme will create 
growth! 

Finally, there is a danger 
that people choose a nurture 
programme based on their 
own particular experience or 
church tradition, whereas the 
main concern should be, what 
is the best course for the peo- 
ple we are seeking to engage 
with. 


on: cartoon Dave Walker 

01865 208252 for more Dave's website of cartoon-based resources for churches can be found at 
details. www.cartoonchurch.com 


Stephen Vickers, MBA 

Business Advisor to Small and Medium-sized Enterprises 


There are many management and consultancy businesses, but 
very few that offer access to people with both hands-on senior 
management experience and a strong Christian business ethic. 


As the former Chairman of a large trade association and 
Managing Director of a leading third party service provider with 
significant business re-engineering experience, I can help your 
business to realise its full potential. 


Do you 

- consider that your business is doing OK but could do 

better? 

- simply need someone to discuss ideas with? 

- lack good quality, or sufficient, in-house management 
resources for developing your business? 

- need assistance with major contract negotiations? 

- lose business and fail to understand why? 

- need to replace or recruit management discretely? 

- need to introduce or upgrade your IT systems, business 
software? 

- understand your competitive advantage? 

- really have a competitive advantage? 

- need to review your business processes but don’t have 
the time or resources? 

- need someone with an objective view to look at parts of 
your business? 


For an informal, preliminary discussion, please contact me on 
01235 821677 or stephen.vickers@talk21 .com 
Together we can unlock the potential success of your 

business. 
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Live-in Housekeeper/Carers 
wqjgjkl or Longer-term over several m 

For further details please contact 


Oxford Aunts Care 

. Established 1967 . 


12GB Bandwidth 

5 POP3 Acounts, 100MB space, 


Interested? 

www.webxsolution.com/hosting 


W -1 
ier month 


FREE INSTANT SETUP..! 
FREE 30 DAY TRIAL..! 

FREE MONTH with year paymen 

30 day money back guarantee 

100% .satisfaction gurantee 


j UNBEATABLE WEB HOSTING PRICE..! 

* PACKAGE SPACE POP3 DATABASE PRICE 

B basic 1EE0 ® 2 £3.99 pm 

Award winning Heim control pane 

>1 

Business 63SSS 10 2 €7.99 pm 

v* Friendly Customer Support 
Virus & spam protection 


Business pro 11^211 25 5 £15*9Spm 

99.9% Service (Uptime) 

V* ASP, PHP & Peri 1 

Sot 

itact us on 020 7193 2642 1 sales@webxsolution.com 
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mostly ones we lead for other people and we 1 
range from Anglo Catholic to. Pentecostal. I 
We also worship during our 'Walks with the 
Creator' where we seek to understand God „ 
better through his wonderful creation and | 
take time to stop and pray, read a poem or | 
passage or scripture, and learn from one I 
another. Most of our members also belong to f 
a regular church, and our growing network 
is open to anyone who seeks our way of 
faith. Being committed to a greener lifestyle 1 
is much easier when you can relate to others 1 
who are seeking to do the same. You can 
find out more on www.sageoxford.org.uk 
and networking Sage will encourage you in | 
your lifestyle and your spiritual life. 1 

Margot Hodson 
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People & places 


You are warmly invited to 
visit St Mary’s church, 
Chalgrove; a fine grade 1 
listed building, which dates 
from the 12th century and is 
famous for its almost com- 
plete set of medieval wall 
paintings. A guidebook to 
the paintings is available 
and guided tours for parties 
can be arranged. Please call 
Bob Heath- Whyte on 01865 
890442 or visit the web site: 
www.chalgrovechurch.org 


Narnia Winners 

Well done to: Mrs Daphne 
Washbrook of Thatcham; 

Mrs Beer of Old Windsor; 

Mrs Christine Ravenscroft ^ 

of Garsington; Dawn Ewer j 

of Stokenchurch, Penelope | 

Jee of Haddenham; Joshua 
Thomas of Marsh Gibbon; 
Ralph Atton of Tadley; and 
Hilary Riley of Hanslope. 

All win a copy of the 
new edition of The 
Chronicles of Narnia, 
thanks to Harper Collins 
publishers. 

We accepted both Prince 
Caspian which was the sec- 
ond book written and The 
Horse and His Boy, which 
chronologically is the sec- 
ond in the series. 


New appointment for 
Christ Church Cathedral 


I belong to a Fresh Expression of Church. 
Sage is a green expression and is a network 
fellowship of Christians with a concern for 
the environment. We explore how this relates 
to our faith through discussion evenings, 
prayer gatherings, and helping to organise 
conferences. We reach out through practical 
work at a nature reserve and by having a 
stand every year at the Oxford Green Fair. 
We do have church services, but these are 


45 new members join Fairford Leys 


Churches are key resource 


Medieval wall paintings 
at St Mary's Chalgrove 


Mission in Wycombe 

THE United Benefice of West 
Wycombe will be running a Mission 
from 10th - 18th June, entitled ‘His 
Story/ Our Story’. During the week 
they will seek to relate their own 
stories of faith, as well as the faith 
stories of their communities’ to 
God’s story of love for us. The Revd 
Graham Claydon from East London 
and theological students from 
Ripon College, Cuddesdon, will 
lead the mission. For more details 
email nigellacey@toucansurf.com or 
telephone: 01494 529988. 


Christ Church Cathedral is 
pleased to announce the 
appointment of their first 
ever Ecumenical Chaplain, 
Revd David Cooper, minis- 
ter of Wesley Memorial 
Methodist Church, Oxford. 

David will work with the 
Dean and Chapter to devel- 
op opportunities for cooper- 
ative ministry and mission in 
central Oxford. 


Eco-column 


The Rt Revd Alan Wilson, the Bishop of Buckingham meets 
Talula Pearce, a new member of the Church on Fairford Leys 


WORSHIPPERS at an ecu- 
menical church on Fairford 
Leys, Aylesbury have held a 
service to welcome 45 new 
members. 

The Church, which opened 
in 2003, is supported by the 
Church of England, 

Methodist and United 
Reformed Churches. 

The Rt Rev Alan Wilson, 
Bishop of Buckingham, Revd 
Anne Brown, Chair of the 
London North West District 
of the Methodist Church and 
Revd Roberta Rominger from 
the United Reformed 

Province led worship as 22 
people were confirmed (three 
of whom were baptised) 


whilst a further 23 were wel- 
comed into membership 
(many having moved to 
Fairford Leys in recent times). 

The minister of the Church, 
Revd Fred Ireland said: 

‘It was an amazing service. 
The Bishop gave a most chal- 
lenging and thought provok- 
ing address, but it was seeing 
45 people wanting to express 
a desire to belong to this new 
church that was thrilling. 

‘This service, for me, has 
demonstrated that the church 
in the 21st Century must 
work collaboratively. 

Fairford Leys demonstrates 
what can be achieved when 
we work together.’ 


MAKING the most of our 
ancient church buildings is 
a key resource for ministry 
outside of regular service 
times, concluded a recent 
working conference of the 
Quiet Spaces Still Places 
Network. 

The network, which is 
developing a new style mis- 
sion for small, ancient 
churches in the diocese, 
says that at least 44 parish- 
es are now considering 
how to make more of the 
peace and space of their 
sacred buildings which are 
so popular with visitors. 

The Revd Canon 
Barbara Doubtfire, who 
heads the network, says: 
'We have to look at how 
we minister to those for 
whom spirituality is impor- 
tant but who are not 
drawn to engage with the 
institutional church. As 
the living church of that 
place what are we saying 
about ourselves to people 
who visit outside of regular 
worship times?’ 

'How do we convey the 
living spirituality of our 
church buildings to passing 
tourists who visit in their 
thousands each year?' 

A template design for a 


'Simple Church Guide' was 
introduced at the confer- 
ence with suggestions of 
what might be included 
and examples of good 
practice. It can be used not 
just for small ancient 
churches but for any wor- 
shipping community want- 
ing to enhance their church 
building as a sacred space. 

Other needs identified at 
the conference were: 
Helping people with 
prayer; something to sup- 
port a meditative walk 
around the graveyard or 
church and; what informa- 
tion to set up in the church 
building and how best to 
do it. 

Suggestions for develop- 
ing both a 'Simple Church 
Guide' and help with 
prayer can be downloaded 
from the Quiet Spaces Still 
Places pages on the dioce- 
san website by logging on 
www.oxford.anglican.org. 

To add your church to 
the network, to request or 
to contribute to anything 
mentioned here e-mail 
spidir@oxford.anglican.or 
g or contact Barbara at, 6 
Meadow Walk, Woodstock 
0X12 1NR Tel:01993 
810005. 


Tea-time at Christ Church 


PARISH groups visiting the 
Cathedral will soon be able to 
enjoy tea in the beautiful sur- 
roundings of the Great Hall 
at Christ Church. 

‘For some years, parish 
groups coming to share in our 
evening services have had tea 


in the Priory Room as part of 
our welcome,’ says Nicholas 
Coulton, the Sub Dean. 

‘Throughout the year, these 
groups will now be able to 
have tea in Hall.’ 

Application forms to book 
a visit to the cathedral, which 


also include a guided tour, 
have been sent out to all 
churches in the diocese. 

Forms can also be down- 4 
loaded from J 

www.oxford.anglican.org or 
phone Jim or Matthew on 
01865 276154 for more 
information. 


Oxford Aunts Live-in Services 

■ for clients who need help or care at home - 


CONGRATULATIONS to Nora 
Schneider of St Nicolas, Newbury 
who recently celebrated her 90th 
birthday. Nora was baptised at St 
Nicolas in 1916 and since then has 
been a Sunday School helper, 
Parish Secretary, Treasurer for 20 
years and is still a member of the 
PCC. 


r“ ArtIsts in Staihed Glass ' 

DavId Was ley 

rtlA.ATC.DipAD.FDiGP. 

CoriSERyAtoi^fr 
REStORivfion Specialist 

01494 773712 

u/.3RpniiLLEnnii;mAR3'lstsxo.\;ic^ 


ORGANIST 

Committed Christian and 
MA, FRCO is available to 
deputise 

at short notice including 
wedding and funerals. 
Wide experience: 
reasonable fee 

Tel: (01993) 813933 
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God in the life of... 


Maria’s lessons in faith 


When Maria Soulsby began teaching at a Church 
of England primary school in Reading she says 
religion was the last thing on her mind. But her 
journey in faith since then has swept the whole 
school along with her, as Sally Jarman discovers. 


ASKED at her job interview 
what she liked about Church 
of England schools Maria 
Soulsby confesses she was 
stumped. She had been 
attracted by the challenges of 
a fresh-start school replacing a 
previous failed one on the site 
and hadn't thought much 
about religion for years. 

Five years on Maria is now 
headmistress and many things 
have changed at New Christ 
Church C E (Aided) Primary 
School - not least her belief 
that faith is a vital element of 
the school’s success. 

Firstly, she applauds the 
faith of parents, church, and 
staff that a new school on the 
Milman Road site could be a 
success. But, she says, it is 
faith in God that has breathed 
a life-changing soul and spirit 
into both the school and her 
life personally. 

Maria says: 'When the new 
school opened we had a num- 
ber of children who were frag- 
ile and vulnerable with phe- 
nomenally low self-esteem. 
You just can't teach children 
in that state and one of the 
approaches we decided on was 
to focus on their spiritual 
development and sense of self 
and community.’ 

Through curriculum, activi- 
ties which emphasised the gen- 
eral ethos of love, care and 
respect for each other the chil- 
dren have gradually grown in 
confidence and self-worth. 

Maria was keen that the 
school also strengthened its 
links with nearby Christ 
Church, with church members 
on the board of governors and 
enthusiastic involvement in 
school life by the Revd David 
West, who has been a staunch 
ally from the beginning. 

'David has been wonderful,' 
says Maria: 'He relates with 
all the children very well and 
is so enthusiastic, taking part 
in assemblies and lessons.’ 

Although a multi-ethnic 
school she says most parents 
have been very supportive: 

‘It has really helped the chil- 
dren to recognise the church 
as another link to the wider 
community in which they live, 
whatever faith they are.’ 

But Maria's belief that the 
link between school and 
church should be a two-way 
thing has led to more than she 
initially bargained for. 

She explains: 'I wanted the 
pupils to know about the 
church and that it is some- 
where they will always be wel- 
come, but also I wanted to 


show them off and say to peo- 
ple, “look at these fantastic 
children in your community”.' 

An initial suggestion that 
they accompany her to a 
Christ Church family service 
on Education Sunday last year 
was taken up by two or three 
pupils. Subsequent interest 
was so positive that it has now 
become a monthly event with 
10 or so children as well some 
of their families, and the num- 
bers keep growing. 

Maria says: 'Some just come 
along and sit with us which is 
fine, but others are now quite 
involved in various aspects of 
the service. .Others, who per- 
haps worship elsewhere or not 
at all, enthusiastically prepare 
project work to be shown at 
services.' 

Recently this has included a 
giant two-piece jigsaw depict- 
ing Church and school. Both 
buildings will display each 
other's half as a symbol of 
their joined community. 

Maria is delighted with the 
confidence and sense of 
belonging that her pupils have 
gained from their links with 
Christ Church. But its effect 
on her own faith has surprised 
and delighted her even more. 

Brought up in a non church- 
going family and with only a 
'tourist's knowledge' of 
Christianity and other faiths 
gained as a child, she felt she 
was starting from scratch: 

'I'm a different per- 
son to the Maria who 
started at this school 
and the children are 
different children/ 

'I came to the issue of faith 
very open minded, like the 
children and I think they 
picked up on that and we have 
encouraged each other and 
enjoyed learning together. In 
fact they have often taught me 
things. 

'Also, this environment of 
acceptance and love and care, 
among people with strong 
faith, means that I've felt com- 
fortable to say when I don't 
understand something or have 
doubts. I'm a cynical person 
and I'm always questioning.' 

Despite her monthly visits 
to Christ Church with the 
school Maria admits she was 
terrified when she first decided 
to branch out from the famil- 
iar and attend her home 
church of St John's in 
Woodley. 



Maria Soulsby with some of her pupils who have produced a giant jigsaw for display in their school and local church as a symbol of 
their strong community links. photo Frank Blackwell 


'I had suffered a knock in 
my personal life and decided 
that at St John's I could be 
Maria rather than head 
teacher and could nip out at 
the end anonymously without 
getting into conversation, 
which I didn't feel ready for.' 

She found she could be 
anonymous for only a short 
time before the church com- 
munity enveloped her and, at 
the time we talked, she was 
preparing for confirmation. 

Maria says: 'One of the 
ladies at school told me she 
believes that the Holy Spirit is 
in our bell tower and that 
when the doors are unlocked 
at the start of each day it’s 
energies are released all 
around us. • 

'To look around our school 
now and see how the children 
have grown, not just academi- 
cally but spiritually in confi- 
dence and self-belief, and as a 
community, I think she's right. 
I'm a different person to the 
Maria who started at this 
school and the children are 
different children.' 

And as a final example of 
her pupils' ever-growing sense 
of belonging in their commu- 
nity she cites the funeral of an 
elderly neighbour across the 
road from the school, whose 
family could hardly believe 
their eyes when pupils lined 
the street to say goodbye and 
hand over their poems and 
reflections written about the 
woman. 

She says: 'It was totally their 
idea and that is typical of their 
strength of feeling and care for 
those around them.' 


The Door newspaper has the 
following Special Features coming 
up in our April issue: 


VIDEO PROJECTOR SOFTWARE 

Use 'Easy Worship' to easily display 
lyrics, scripture, images, 
video and more. 

Free trial and more information from 
www.churchvideo.co.uk/easyworship 


COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 

Registered with BACP & UKRC • Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 


STAINED GLASS & 
LEADED LIGHT WINDOW 
REPAIRS 

All repairs undertaken at 
reasonable rates. 

Please contact: David Lloyd Williams 
Eversley Cottage, Station Road 
Bledington, Chipping Norton 
Oxon OX7 6UR 

Tel: 01608-658150 Mobile: 07909-746255 


Ethical Investment & 
Environmental Awareness 
Anglican Vocations 
Gardening Special 

Deadline: 15 March 
For more details call 

020 7417 5802 

or email us: 

ads@churchnewspaper.com 
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DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 1984 


We make dentures look like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the premises 
A . • FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported 
to return to your natural 
appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 

• Delicate chrome plates 

• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

• Quality Porcelain Teeth 
Available 

• Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHIli YOU WAIT 

We are not Dental Surgeons 


ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 
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SET THE TRUTH FREE 

JOHN 8:32...THEN YOU WILL KNOW THE TRUTH, 

AND THE TRUTH WILL SET YOU FREE 


WE HAVE the Bible on tap. But for the 
millions who can't read the Bible has to reach 
them in audio - yet only a few have it in 
their own language. 

That's the reason for this urgent wake up call 
from Bible Society. 

Our 8:32 campaign sounds the alarm about 
the scandal of Bible poverty. A poverty 
robbing millions of the truth that Jesus 
can set them free. And it's not only about 
providing the Bible in audio. Because - 

• More than half the world's languages are 
still waiting for even one book of the Bible. 

• Someone goes blind every 5 seconds - 
but the Bible in Braille exists in only 
30 languages. 

• Many of the world's poorest 
are Christians, but they can't 
afford to buy the Bible they long for. 

Once it was the Bible that shaped our nation. 
But that influence is waning fast - with less 
and less people valuing its message or living 
by its wisdom. 

All this is the other poverty that must 
be made history. And you and your church 
have a vital role to play in seeing it happen. 

We have some amazing 
stories to tell, and are 
ready to show you 
how you can help 
'set the truth free' 
for millions. 

Are we talking your 
language? Then 
claim your free 8:32 
DVD and resource 
pack today - so you 
can help change 
the world from right 
where you are. 


Free pack includes 
full 8:32 campaign 
resources including 
DVD Si prayer guide. 


WAKE UP 


A billion people 
can't read - but 
only 3% of 
languages have 
the Bible in audio 


«t the truth fm 

m '•xwwu sr%» mi 




For your FREE resource pack please visit 
www.its832.org or call 0845 20 20 832. 


bibie society making the bibie heard 
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Comment 


Every single life 
is precious to God 

Argument for and against the introduction of an assisted dying law in 
Britain continues to rage, with the Church of England firmly in opposition. 
The Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd Richard Harries, explains the dangers he 
foresees in allowing choice into matters of life or death. 


FOR years there has been a 
well-orchestrated campaign 
to change the law to allow for 
euthanasia. This is coming to 
a climax with yet another Bill 
to allow it coming shortly 
before the House of Lords. 
The Bill is carefully drawn 
and only allows for assisted 
dying, ie the person them- 
selves has to administer the 
drugs which have been given 
them by the doctor. However, 
I'm strongly opposed even to 
this. 

There would be serious 
social consequences if we leg- 
islated to allow for assisted 
dying. First, many old people, 
beginning to feel a burden on 
others, would feel an inward 
pressure to ask for drugs to 
kill themselves even if their 
relatives went on assuring 
them that they weren't a bur- 


den. Furthermore, we can't 
always assume that relatives 
would be pure as far as their 
motives are concerned. 
Secondly, we have one of the 


'People say that we 
have a right to choose 
to die. However, impor- 
tant though our human 
choices are, we don't 
automatically assume 
that people should be 
given what they want/ 

best systems of palliative care 
in the world in this country. If 
assisted dying was made pos- 
sible, the motive to improve 
palliative care and make it 
good right across the country 
would be taken away. 


Thirdly, even if the Bill, as 
envisaged, would only allow 
very few cases of this, we 
know from what happened 
over abortion that the circum- 
stances in which a person 
would claim the right to kill 
himself or herself would soon 
be widened out. 

I acknowledge that there 
are some very extreme cases 
where it could, under God, be 
right. The case often cited is 
of a burning petrol tanker 
with the driver trapped in the 
cab and asking to be shot 
before he burnt to death. 
However, it is not the function 
of the law to allow for 
extreme cases. St Thomas 
Aquinas said that it was not 
morally wrong for a starving 
person to steal if that was the 
only way he could keep alive. 
However, we do not legislate 



to allow for stealing. Nor 
should we legislate to allow 
people to kill themselves. 

People say that we have a 
right to choose to die. 
However, important though 
our human choices are, we 
don't automatically assume 
that people should be given 
what they want. If a teenager 
asks for help to commit sui- 
cide we would all acknowl- 
edge it would be wrong to try 
to help them. On the con- 
trary, if they made a suicide 
attempt we would do our best 
to resuscitate them. Human 


choice is to be respected, but 
it cannot be regarded as over- 
riding all other considera- 
tions. 

Christians have pioneered 
good hospice care. We need 
to work to ensure that this is 
available in every part of the 
country. If people are kept 
out of pain, as the vast major- 
ity of people can be, and are 
in a loving, supportive envi- 
ronment, people don't ask to 
kill themselves. And although 
none of us relishes the 
thought of becoming depend- 
ent on others, perhaps with 


some loss of dignity through a 
failure of bodily functions, as 
Christians we know that we 
can assure people they are just 
as much of value when they 
are dependent as when they 
are independent. No life is 
wasted, even at the end when 
a person might be very passive 
and need much help. We can 
assure them that they are still 
precious and by so doing con- 
vey something of the love of 
God for them, the love into 
whose hands they can put 
themselves in full trust, 
whether in life or in death. 


New home is ‘no palace’ 


THE issue of Episcopal housing has vexed 
many a diocese and commissioner, not to men- 
tion the helpless tenant. 

It was reported in the Diocesan Magazine 
(March 1960) that the Church Commissioners 
would build a new house for the Bishop of 
Oxford at Cuddesdon. 

The suggestion that the bishop should con- 
tinue to live in Oxford was dismissed since it 
had been impossible to find a suitable house in 
the city. 

The then bishop, Harry Carpenter, argued 
that Cuddesdon was the ideal location since it 
was the traditional home of the bishop. Indeed, 
the new house would be constructed on the site 
of the old Bishop's palace and would incorpo- 
rate its chapel which had been preserved when 
the old house was demolished. 

[Cuddesdon] ‘is easily accessible from all 
parts of the diocese and will be even more so 
when the ring of by-pass roads round Oxford 
is completed, as it will be in the near future. 
Equally important is the fact that the bishop 
will not have to make a slow and tedious jour- 
ney through the crowded streets of the city 
when he goes out to parishes in the different 
parts of the diocese. 5 

The house would be ‘modest in scale... spe- 
cially designed to enable the bishop to fulfil his 
official responsibilities with the greatest con- 
venience and the least expense. 5 He was 
pleased by the prospect of ‘a proper study, 
office and chapel for my work... for the first 
time since I became Bishop 5 ; however ‘The new 
house is not and will not be called a palace. 5 

Not all shared the bishop's enthusiasm. Some 
‘lamented bitterly the necessity of living at 
Cuddesdon 5 : 

‘I am Bishop of all I survey, 

Dean or Chapter don't matter a fig, 

In the central demesne of the see 
I am master of peacock and pig. 


0 Cuddesdon, where can be the charms 
The Commissioners see in thy face? 

Kettel Hall had been better by far 
Than this most inaccessible place. 

1 am out of the reach of the rail, 

I must take all my journeys alone, 

There isn't a horse within hail, 

I'm obliged to keep four of my own. 

The lads who look after each beast 
My hat with indifference see, 

They don't seem to care in the least 
For my Gaiter, or Apron, or me! 

How slow is the Great Western train 
As it crawls up by Wycombe to town! 

It is hard work enough to get up, 

It is harder work still to get down. 

When the milk cans are fairly on board, 

For a moment I seem to be there, 

But they only are shunting the train 
And I find that we are where we were ! 

But to cry over milk that is spilt 
Is a weakness I cannot endure, 

We must e'en make the best of a lot 
Which only Translation can cure ! 5 

by Bishop Stubbs (1889-1901) 

Bishop Harry looked forward to moving in 
sometime in 1961 but, as with most building 
projects, the schedule overran and he eventual- 
ly moved on 30th October 1962. 

Successors shared Stubbs' view. In 1978 the 
house was abandoned; Cuddesdon deemed 
inaccessible. Bishops of Oxford would hence- 
forth live in Oxford. 


Phil Hind is the diocesan web master 


Previous Door Riddle Answers 

Thank you so much for all your entries for the Door Riddle 
over the last few months. 

Here are the answers you've all been waiting for: 

November Riddle 

I’m as small as an ant, as big as a whale. I’ll approach like a breeze, but come 
like a gale. By some I get hit, but all have shown fear. I’ll dance to the music, 
though I can’t hear. Of names I have many, of names I have one. I’m as slow 
as a snail, but from me you can’t run. What am I? 

Answer: A Shadow 

December/fanuarv Riddle 

It's greater than God, more evil than the devil. The poor have it, the rich 
need it and if you eat it you will die. 

Answer: Nothing 

February Riddle 

Bill went out to buy some golf equipment. He spent half of what he had plus 
£ 5 . at the first store. He spent half of what was left plus £ 4 . at the second 
store. At the third store he spent half of the remainder plus £ 3 . He then had 
£ 5 . left to buy golf balls. How much money did he start with? 

Answer: 190 


Riddle of the Month 

The man who invented it doesn't want it. The man who 
bought it doesn't need it. The man who needs it 
doesn't know it. What is it? 

Answers on a postcard to The Door, Fourth Floor, Central House, 
142 Central Street, London, EC IV 8AR. 
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Church in society |§ 

Engaging 
issues of 

Bishop Richard's ministry has been described as a 'model of engagement' - 
reflecting his willingness and ability to enter the fray of debate on the 
moral and social issues of our time. 

Now, as he prepares for retirement, key figures from areas of public life 
with which he has been connected have drawn on the inspiration of his 
work and talents for a collection of essays in the book 'Public Life and the 
Place of the Church' Reflections to Honour the bishop of Oxford. 

Sally Jarman examines the writers' thoughts about what makes the bishop 
such an effective ambassador for the Christian faith. 


‘PERHAPS it’s odd that I 
became bishop here [Oxford], 
because I like to be on the 
borderlands of Christianity, 
outside mainstream things...’ 
Bishop Richard told one inter- 
viewer at the time of his 
appointment in 1987. 

It is a statement that has 
defined his career. In this 
book, compiled and edited by 
his chaplain of five years, 
Michael Brierley, he is vari- 
ously described as scholarly, 
intellectual, an idealist, a for- 
ward thinker, courageous 


and, always, enthusiastically, 
actively engaged with the 
world around him; fired by 
his passionate belief in his 
Christian ideals and their 
potential to transform the 
world. 

In his preface, Michael 
explains the bishop’s model of 
ministry, writing: ‘Bishop 

Richard... represents a model 
of the church that is not 
“churchy” or inward-looking 
but “engaged”; a church 
whose watchword is “dia- 
logue” with those of different 


faiths and no faith.’ 

In short, writes Edmund 
Newell (Chancellor of St 
Paul’s Cathedral and former 
chaplain to the bishop) and 
Sabina Alkire (research fellow 
at Harvard University), ‘he 
has been willing to enter terri- 
tory “where angels fear to 
tread”.’ 

In his chapter on ‘Richard: 
The Person and the Bishop’, 
his friend and former chaplain 
James Woodward recalls that 
from the very beginning of his 
ordained ministry, as a curate 


in Hampstead in 1963, the 
bishop has believed in out- 
ward engagement from 
church into society, grateful 
that his vicar gave him so 
much freedom to pursue areas 
that stimuated him, particu- 
larly concern for people in the 
community and the church’s 
connection with them. 

Throughout his career he 
has continued to involve him- 
self with issues ranging from 
apartheid to abortion and 
euthanasia to ethics (medical 
and of war). He has cam- 
paigned for better housing for 
the poor, for improved treat- 
ment of asylum seekers and 
against the export of land- 
mines. 

In this book our essayists 
have taken as their base for 
argument the bishop’s stand- 
points on Contemporary 
Spirituality and Christian 
Doctrine, Multicultural 
Britain and Interfaith 
Dialogue, and Art and Faith, 


among others. 

The writers agree that, 
importantly, the bishop’s con- 
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The Revd Prof Christopher 
Rowland 

tributions to public debate 
have been characterised by 
informed opinion and a will- 
ingness to listen as well as 
talk; to engage in dialogue. 

Christopher Rowland 
(Professor of the Exegesis of 
Holy Scripture in the 


University of Oxford and for- 
mer chair of the Diocesan 
Board for Social 

Responsibility) tackles the 
issue of Arms and Justice. 
Interestingly, he argues in part 
against the bishop on the just 
war tradition. 

He told the DOOR: ‘I think 
it is indicative of the breadth 
of vision and inclusivity of 
him that in a book to honour 
him I was able to argue an 
alternative viewpoint. It has 
been my experience that, even 
if he is temperamentally and 
intellectually deeply opposed 
to a point of view he will lis- 
ten and engage with it.’ 

Author and broadcaster 
Julia Neuberger considers 
that it is the bishop’s ability to 
argue ‘calmly, with authority, 
from considerable learning 
and from a standpoint of 
faith that does not exclude 
others' that has made him 
such an effective campaigner 
and communicator, whether 


At home on the ‘borderlands’ 


Bishop Richard comments: 

On being described as most 
at home on the ‘borderlands 
of society’... 

‘It is a key phrase for me and 
comes from one of my great 
intellectual heroes, philosoph- 
ical theologian Donald 
Mackinnon, who in one of the 

first lectures of 

my undergrad- 
uate days at 
Cambridge 
University 
talked about 
the borderlands 
of theology. 

‘I think any- 
one who is 
going to be a 
witness to the 
Christian truth 
in today’s society has to stand 
not just on the borderlands of 
Christian territory but on the 
other side of the border.’ 

Taking seriously the issues 
that engage people in what is 
an increasingly secular world, 
and hearing what people feel 
about the Christian faith in 
their lives, positive or nega- 
tive, has been fundamental to 
his ministry in all his roles, he 
says. 

On the importance of dia- 
logue. This is another key 
message of the book and 
the format for the final part 
- a discussion on the essays 


'Dialogue in many of 
the issues of today 
involves people from 
many faiths or none 
at all and it is no 
good simply preach- 
ing/ 


involving Shirley Williams, 
Michael Bourke (Bishop of 
Wolverhampton) and 

Anthony Howard political 
commentator and journal 
1st) ... 

‘Again it is a fundamental 
truth that no one welcomes 
dictats from on high and the 
Christian Truth is best con- 
veyed in the 
context of 
relationships 
in which both 
parties are 
contributing 
and listening. 

‘Dialogue in 
many of the 
issues of today 
involves peo- 
ple from many 
faiths, or none 
at all and it is no good simply 
preaching. People are much 
more likely to hear what you 
have to say if they know that 
what they have to say is also 
being heard. It is a two-way 
connection and the vital 
beginning to finding a way 
forward in many areas of con- 
flict. 

On the essays that have 
been produced for the 
book... 

‘I am really delighted with the 
quality of the essays which I 
think make a valuable and 
lasting contribution to many 
areas I am interested in. 





mdmmm 


‘I think people will enjoy 
the essays whether they read 
them as theologians or 
experts in the issues, or simply 
because they have an interest 
in one of the areas covered 
and seek to be better 
informed.’ 

On retirement ... 

‘It has been a huge privilege to 
serve the diocese 


during what has been a period 
of great change for the 
Church of England and for 
society in general. 

‘I will enjoy taking a break 
from public engagements for 
a while and taking time to be 
with my family. I imagine I 
would like to focus my 
energies on fewer 
issues, tackling them in 
greater depth. And I 
have been wanting to 
write an anthology of 
poetry and of prose.’ 


until publication... 

‘I was absolutely gobs- 
macked! I had no inkling at 


all, so I was^ slightly embar- 
rassed. But it is a wonderful 
book.’ 


On being presented 
with the book 
which 
had 
b e e n 
kept a M 
s u r " 
prise M&M 
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Lord Bragg of Wigton 


on the world stage or broad- 
casting to the general public. 

Looking at the role of the 
church in determining med- 
ical ethics in, for example, the 
issue of embryo research, 
Claire Foster (Policy Adviser 
for Science, medicine 
Technology and 

Environmental Issues in the 
Church of England's 
Community and Public 
Affairs Unit) concludes that if 
it were not for such flexible, 
worldly, yet principled 
approaches to debate from 
Church leaders such as Bishop 
Richard; 'the church would 
arguably be sidelined right 
from the start.' 

Writer and presenter 
Melvyn Bragg senses a natural 
leadership in the bishop, writ- 
ing that he 'seems to come 


directly out of a line of bish- 
ops as exemplary, even hero 
figures.' 

He told the DOOR: 'His 
effectiveness as a communica- 
tor is due in part to being a 
character unafraid to take 
risks for what he believes in 
and speak out when he feels it 
is necessary.' 

Of the bishop's broadcast- 
ing he says: 'He has that rare 
ability to speak out through 
the media in a way that cre- 
ates a model of the church 
that is inclusive, reaching a 
broad spectrum of people, 
whether on BBC Radio 4’s 
Thought for the Day or in a 
political discussion.' 

The representation of reli- 
gious faiths in politics is 
examined in 'The House of 
Lords and Religion' by former 
Foreign Secretary Douglas 
Hurd. As one of the 26 Lords 
Spiritual, Bishop Richard has 
served in the House since 
1993. 

Lord Hurd says: 'In our 
debates Richard Harries per- 
forms in a way which exactly 
suits the Lords - polite, non 
party but forceful in his 
views.' 

Former Secretary of State 
for Education and Science, 
Shirley Williams says: 'I 

believe the Churches and reli- 
gious leaders more generally 


have a significant contribu- 
tion to make. Bishop Richard 
is one of the most thoughtful 
and subtle contributors to 
debates in the House...' 

It is Michael Brierley who 
captures the essence of the 
bishop's model of engagement 
that has so inspired and 
affected debate on so many 
issues. He writes:' 'As society 



Lord Hurd of Westwell 


changes and the Church 
becomes more marginalised, 
defensive and reactionary, 
Bishop Richard's contribu- 
tions to public life imply ways 
in which the church can be 
less anxious, more open, cre- 
ative and free, and more true 
to itself and its Lord; how, in 
short.. .the Church might 
“recapture the imagination of 
our culture”.' 



Special offer 
for readers 
of the Door 

PUBLIC Life and the Place of the Church, 
Reflections to Honour the Bishop of Oxford, is 
published by Ashgate Publishing Ltd. 

The book will soon be available in bookshops 
but you can order a copy direct from Ashgate by 
logging on to their website at 
www.ashgate.com 

For those without email, or for further infor- 
mation contact Ashgate at Gower House, Croft 
Road, Aldershot, Hampshire, 

GUn 3 HR. 

For the hardback edition, priced £50, the 
ISBN number is 07546 5300 5. In paperback 
the cost is normally £15.99. The ISBN number 
is: 0754653013. 

However, Ashgate have agreed to offer readers 
of the DOOR a specially reduced price for the 
paperback edition. 

To take advantage of this 20 per cent discount 
log on to the website and quote the special code 
SC1455. The discount cannot be used in con- 
junction with any other Ashgate offer. 

The DOOR is grateful to Ashgate for allow- 
ing extracts from the book to be published in 
this article. 



THE COVER of Michael Brier ley’s book is 
entitled ‘Menorah’ and was painted by local 
artist and writer, Roger Wagner. 

Roger’s essay on Art and Faith reflects in 
part on the belief of the bishop that the spir- 
itual dimension present in all great works of 
visual art finds a focus in icons, and that to 
read an icon in this way is ‘like perceiving 
the world as charged with the grandeur of 
God’. 

The original oil on canvas painting of 
Menorah hangs in St Giles Church, Oxford, 
and can be viewed between 12 and 2pm on 
weekdays. For more details contact the 
parish office on 01865 311198. 


Books for Lent 



Free of Charge by Miroslav 
Volf 

(Zondervan, price £7.99) 

is a wake up call to western Christians 
living in a "culture stripped of grace". 
Peppered with illustrations and examples 
from Miroslav’s colorful and eventful life 



Get your life In 
balance this Lent! 


Robert Warren // 
Sue MayfiekJ 


This interactive 
course looks at 
how to build 
Sabbath time into 
the crazy pressures 
of everyday life and 
at how ‘Sabbath 
attitudes’ can 
transform the way 
we spend our time. 

Life Balance 

A five-session course on rest, work and play for Lent 
Sue Mayfield and Robert Warren 
£3.99 0 71514079 5 A5 80 pages 


S- session coursew 

on rest, work and piay // 
for Lent // 


Available at all Christian bookshops or from 
www.chpublishing.co.uk/lifebalance 




CHURCH HOUSE www.chbookshop.co.uk 

\j BOOKSHOP Tel: 020 7898 1300 


Life Balance 

by Robert Warren and Sue 
Mayfield (Church House 
Publishing, price £3.99) 


experience the author presents a powerful message 
encouraging Christians to give and forgive in a society aching 
for that need. This book was recommended by the 
Archbishop of Cantebury as his official 2006 read for Lent and 
there is certainly enough to get your teeth into. Miroslav 
delves into a rich seam of theologians and philosophers to 
help discuss Paul’s vision of grace and Martin Luther’s 
interpretation of that vision. 

Although this is a "meaty tome" with some hefty theological 
dialogue it is at the same time an enjoyable and highly 
informative read. Miroslav’s entertaining style guides the 
reader through the weighty material with little effort. I agree 
with the Archbishop on this one. 


consists of five 90 minute sessions 
intended for small groups. The 
topic is based on the Sabbath and 
the need in the west to revitalise 
this forgotten observance in our "frantic, fragment- 
ed, pluralist society" not just to be more obedient but 
also because it is, as the author’s suggest, a gift and 
is intended for our liberation and well being. 

The language of the course is lively and fun and we 
are encouraged to discover "patterns for living that 
liberate rather than legislate." No doubt with all the 
suggestions in this guide for group activities (lighting 
candles, singing, making playdough amongst 
others) participents will discover plenty of patterns 
for living. Those with time on their hands will find this 
a joy, but then Life Balance it is just about that: 
finding time. 


I desire Justice 

(Cantebury Press, price £4.99) 


consists of daily readings compiled by the 
students at Ridley Hall. This is the fifth year 
they have contributed towards a book to 
accompany Lent. In the forward by 
Christopher Cockworth (college principle) he 
urges that the students, many who have 
given up successful and lucrative careers, have a desire to 
communicate justice to the world. Justice, in these readings, 
means understanding and showing God’s love in a wide 
range of ways from preaching Christ crucified to social action. 
Each day we are presented with a bible passage and a 
reflection from a student tackling the passage presented to 
us. The end result is a very accessible and readable 
book which explores its theme of justice in a 
approachable and entertaining light. The Ridley Hall 
trainees go from strength to strength. 


-i- 
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View from here 


Understanding Religion 


A s few 
Christmases ago 
I took part in a 
Radio 4 panel 
discussion about 
The Creed. Four 
of us: 'a Hindu', 

'a Conservative 
Christian', 'An 
Atheist' and 'A 
Liberal 
Christian' were 
required to 
engage, line by 
line, with the 
Nicene Creed. Rigid bound- 
aries to the discussion were 
policed throughout by the 
presenter, who was impa- 
tient with any departure 
from scientific rationalist 
notions of 'truth', and with 
any discussion of the politi- 
cal functioning of creeds in 
designating 'insiders' and 
'outsiders' (which, to me, is 
their most interesting fea- 
ture)^ We were simply 
expected to declare, 
unequivocally, whether or 
not we 'believed in' each 
line. 

It was great fun, but left 
me with a deep feeling of 
unease. I came away think- 
ing that if even the specialist 
religious affairs department 
of the BBC rules out a prop- 
er exploration of the ^com- 
plexity of religious truth 
and belief, what hope is 
there for other media? Even 
worse, I had been designat- 
ed 'a Liberal Christian': a 
label I would never claim for 
myself. Naming ourselves 
was strictly forbidden! 

As a society, we are not 
very 'literate' about reli- 
gious identity. We give scant 
attention to the amazing 
variety of truth claims that 
abound within and between 
faiths, and the diversity of 
ways of 'being religious'. We 
tend to see religions as sim- 
ply collections of beliefs, 


and religious 
commitment as 
intellectual 
assent to certain 
propositions 
coupled with 

particular result- 
ant practices. We 
don't really 

(even within the 
Christian com- 
munity) want to 
listen that close- 
ly to the tricky 
conversations 
that go on between our her- 
itage and our lived religious 
reality; the ways in which 
we rebel against and depart 
from tradition as well as 
submit (joyfully or not) to 
it. And the best we seem to 
be able to achieve is a vague 
attempt to 'treat all religions 
equally', without bothering 
to assess differentials in 
political and historical con- 
text. For instance, to insult a 
Bishop of an established 
church, with access to polit- 
ical power and privilege, is 
not morally equivalent to 
insulting a member of a 
minority faith that lacks 
those things. 

Perhaps this corporate 
ignorance barely mattered 
in a pre-globalised world, or 
when our small comer of it 
looked certain to become 
secular and post-Christian. 
But it surely matters now. 
Over and over again in the 
last few months, we have 
been reminded of the global 
significance of conflict 
about religion. To get to 
grips with the conflict, we 
need to get to grips with 
questions of human identity. 
We have a lot of political, 
intellectual and emotional 
work to do. 

Alison Webster is Social 
Responsibility Adviser to 
the Diocese of Oxford. 



Clergy News 

Revd Fane Conant, Priest in 
Charge, Seer Green and 
Jordans, is to retire; Revd Jo 
Gallant, Curate, St Michael 6c 
All Angels, Amersham on the 
Hill, has resigned; Rt Revd 
John Garton, is to be 
Honorary Assistant Bishop; 
Revd Robin Grayson, Curate, 
Beaconsfield Team Ministry, is 
to be Priest in Charge, Langley 
Marish Team Ministry; Revd 
Peter Grosse, NSM Hon. 
Assistant Curate at St 
Matthew's, Southcote, 

Reading, is to be NSM Curate 
and Hon. Assistant Curate, St 
Mary Magdalan Tilehurst 6c 
St George's Tilehurst; Revd 
Sue Irwin, Team Vicar, Great 
Marlow with Marlow Bottom, 
Little Marlow 6c Bisham, is to 
be Vicar, Powick 6c Guarlford 
6c Madresfield with Newland, 
Worcester; Revd Pete Jarvis, 
Assistant Curate, Thatcham, is 
to be Team Vicar, Thatcham 


Team Ministry; Revd Sister 
Barbara Anne Kirby, is given 
Permission to Officiate; Revd 
Canon Richard Lea, Vicar of 
Iffley, is to retire; Revd Fr 
James Mukunga is to be 
Assistant Curate, Downley 
and Sands; Revd Henriet 
Oostra, Curate, Upton cum 
Chalvey, has resigned; Revd 
Bernhard Schunemann, Priest 
in Charge, Littlemore, is to be 
Vicar, St Stephen’s, South 
Dulwich, Southwark; Rt Revd 
Brian Skinner, Vicar, Iver, is to 
retire; Revd Susan Smith, 
Team Vicar, West Slough 
Team, is to be also, Assistant 
Area Dean, Burnham 6c 
Slough; Revd Canon Jessica 
Turner, is to be Chaplain, 
Sobell House Hospice; Revd 
Allen Walker, Community 
Chaplain, Burnham 6c Slough, 
is to be Area Dean, Burnham 
6c Slough; Revd Mike Withers, 
Associate Priest, Risborough 
Team Ministry, -has resigned, 
given Permission to Officiate. 
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Inside Synod - one member’s view 

Since 1970 General Synod has been the central governing body of the Church of 
England. Made up of Bishops, clergy and laity, members are newly elected every five 
years and their remit ranges from debate and decision on the church's position on 
major issues of our modern society to legislation, liturgy and central church finances. 

The Revd Moira Astin, Team vicar of St James Church in Southlake, was first elected 
onto the General Synod as a representative of our diocese in 2000 and re-elected in 
September last year. Here she takes us behind the scenes at the inaugural meeting. 



OUR first task as a new Synod was one I 
always very much enjoy. The inaugural 
service in Westminster Abbey was a 
reminder of the seriousness of our pro- 
ceedings and that all we do is about seek- 
ing God's will for his Church of England. 
At the service we were reminded by HM 
The Queen that the Church of England 
still plays an important role in the life of 
our nation, and were encouraged to keep 
upholding the Christian faith confidently. 
After lunch it was straight down to busi- 
ness with a thoughtful debate on the 
'Challenge of Terrorism' emphasising that 
the General Synod is not just about deal- 
ing with Church housekeeping but is one 
of the ways through which the Church 
gives a moral lead to the nation on the 
issues we face together. 

Later, another important issue. We had 
a seminar on what it means to have 'bish- 
ops' in the church. This was not a com- 
mon way for Synod to conduct its busi- 
ness, but it was a useful tool to ensure we 
all know what we are talking about as we 
discuss the issue of women bishops in 
future meetings. 

Wednesday's business started with 
another reminder of our role as an estab- 
lished church as the Archbishop of 
Canterbury moved a motion for us to 
present a loyal address to the Queen. 

Then came his presidential address in 
which he gave us a steer for our years 
ahead as members of Synod. He called on 
us to ensure that our debates led to specif- 
ic actions and not just lofty aspirations, 
and asked us to be patient where needed, 
but also impatient where needed. The 
wisdom is, as ever, in discerning the dif- 
ference. In all, five practical priorities 
were laid before us: 

Divisions in the communion - He 
argued that debates were often complicat- 



IT’S been five weeks and one day, since I 
lit up, took a deep drag and then lit up 
again. 

The first week, was amazing. I was 
euphoric about how apparently easy it 
was to stop smoking. The second week, I 
got depressed. The third, things just got 
back to being normal and the fourth? Life 
became so tediously ordinary that I just 
wanted to smoke to relieve the boredom. 

There are plenty of good things about 
giving up: the health benefits; the extra 
cash. But sometimes the change can leave 
us vaguely dissatisfied. On balance I am 
glad I have stopped, although it really is a 
day at a time, but I miss it, sometimes, like 
you miss a trusted friend. 

That's why I was intrigued to read 
about the big dilemma facing the first 
non-smoking pub in Reading. According 
to the Evening Post, managers of the 'Back 
of Beyond' in Kings road, have applied for 


ed by ignorance of the other view and 
challenged us to all find someone from 
another province, whose views we would 
expect to differ from our own and get to 
know them. We should also find some- 
one on the Synod with different views 
and pray with them. In resolving the 
issues he hoped we would adopt interac- 
tive pluralism, accepting differences but 
keeping the boundaries open. 

Fresh Expressions - Over 300 initia- 
tives have been registered with the Fresh 
Expressions website and we were encour- 
aged to keep hearing about them in our 
Synod meetings. Our part as a Synod is to 
encourage this move, and to loosen legal 
structures to help them thrive. 


'Synods don't renew churches 
... God does, in unpredictable 
ways, we just need to get out of 
his way' 


A learning community - It was hoped 
we would model this to the church 
through seminars: 'We as a Synod need to 
show that theology doesn't kill you! But 
it can be life-giving! ' 

How we carry through what we say - 
We should identify an action we can take 
which will change us, not just implore 
others to act. 

Vocations to be Clergy - We should 
communicate the Good News to the 
young then challenge them to serve God 
in ways which include the ordained min- 
istry. The Archbishop suggested a target 
of a 20% increase in 5 years of candidates 
under 30-years-old, for ordination, 

The Archbishop concluded: 'Synods 


a new licence after admitting that since 
they banned cigarettes, the atmosphere of 
the pub has changed. The pub, it seems 
will host live bands and screen films. Its 
solicitor has reassured clientele that it is; 
'not turning into a disco.... but this change 
will mean there will be something to listen 
to, instead of the clank of knives on 
plates'. The sound of the soft 'flick' of a 
lighter as it meets a Marlborough Light is 
a long gone audio memory both in that 
establishment, as well as in my own life. 
But, I wonder how many regulars, deep 
down have a small hankering for the way 
things used to be. And what's wrong with 
scraping your plate eh? At least it shows 
you're enjoying the food! 

Replacing or getting rid of habits, is in a 
way, a kind of maturing. I wish sometimes 
that I could engage with God in the way I 
used to in my 20s, when I was high on fer- 
vour, big on enthusiasm, but low on life 
experience. Now my life-experience is way 
up, my fervour has been replaced by a qui- 
eter but no less determined meditative 
state of mind, and my enthusiasm is still 
there, but has had its fair share of knocks. 


don't renew church- 

es, and Archbishops 

of Canterbury don't 

renew Churches, God does, in unpre- 
dictable ways, we just need to get out of 
his way'. 

Business continued with a discussion of 
the new draft 'Diocese, Pastoral and 
Mission Measure'. I believe it is good to 
see Mission in the title, and many of the 
changes it will bring are about changing 
structures to emphasise Mission. 

We then had a first chance to discuss 
specific rules for admitting children to 
communion and agreed payments to the 
Churches Conservation Trust. And after 
vigorous debate on who would formally 
own parsonage houses when we have 
Common Tenure for the clergy, it was 
agreed to propose they be formally 
owned by the Diocesan Parsonage 
Boards. 

The session ended with questions, 
which is the opportunity for members to 
hold all the Central Church Councils to 
account. 

As General Synod members we repre- 
sent you, as members of the Church of 
England. If you would like a question 
asked of anyone, please ask. A list of both 
the Deanery and the General Synod repre- 
sentatives for the Oxford Diocese is pub- 
lished in the Diocesan Year Book, a copy 
of which is usually held by your church- 
wardens and/or secretaries of your PCC. 

The General Synod is the national 
assembly of the Church of England and is 
made up of three houses - the House of 
Bishops comprising all Diocesan Bishops 
and some elected suffragan bishops; the 
House of Clergy elected by fellow clergy; 
and the House of Laity elected by 
Deanery Synod representatives. Synod 
meets in February, July and November. 


I am glad the God/Clare relationship is 
changing, although, like the smoking, I 
occasionally have a wistful longing for 
what once was. 

I am not the only one unable to light up, 
although my reasons are very different 
from those in Buckinghamshire facing a 
similar problem. The Bucks Free Press 
reports that half of the county's 29, 500 
street lights could go out if light bulbs are 
removed to keep council tax rises down. A 
council tax rise, of course, is no laughing 
matter, but here's a rather trite solution. 
Why not harness the energy of all those 
ex-smokers, who are trying to sit out the 
cravings? Encourage them to take a brisk 
walk up their street, holding a much loved 
and tested lighter above their heads. Great 
for a quick and easy workout, and great as 
an alternative light source when our backs 
are against the wall. Will it catch on? Not 
in my street. If I can't light up inside, and 
there's no illumination outside, I'll be in 
front of the telly, scraping my plate loudly 
as a final act of defiance! 
Clare Catford presents BBC Radio 
Berkshire's Sunday morning programme 


Calling time on lighting up 
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Letters 


to the editor 


Who's the adult in this relationship? 


I'VE been hum- 
bled, yet again, by 
a child. 

Last week my 
six-year-old 
daughter decided 
to have a play on 
her older brother’s 
'Tamagotchi' computer 
game. Frustrated by the com- 
plexities of the game she then 
hurled it (gently, she insists) 
onto a nearby sofa. Her aim 
was, unfortunately, a little off 
and she hit the comer of a 
table, cracking the screen and 
breaking the toy irretrievably. 

She came to me in tears, at 
first insisting it had fallen on 
the floor, then compelled to 
tell the truth that actually, she 
had thrown it in anger. 

What should she do? She 
wailed. What should she say? 
What would happen if she 
did own up? 

Good question... I suggest- 
ed telling the truth may be 
hard at the time, but at least 
she wouldn't have to carry 
the lie around in her heart. 
She considered all options, 
then waveringly agreed. 

Three hours (and a good 
deal of nail biting) later big 
brother walked through the 
door and my ^ daughter's 
resolve deserted her as she 
hid behind me saying: 'You 
tell him Mum, please!' 

What did my son - a manly 
10-years-old - do when he 
found out his beloved 
Tamagotchi was in pieces? 

He looked for a while at 
my daughter's stricken, tear- 
stained face then gave her a 
big hug telling her not to 
worry, he was going off the 
game anyway, and at least it 


wasn't anything 
important. 

He forgave her. 
No questions 
asked. No strings 
attached. No 
recriminations. It 
left me wondering 
how I would have reacted if 
something precious to me 
was broken. Would I have 
behaved so admirably. 

So many times since I 
became a Mum I have been 
brought up short by the trust, 
love or forgiveness of chil- 
dren, given so freely that it 
takes my breath away. 

As parents we are 
swamped with what we 
should teach our offspring to 
best equip them for life. 

But actually, I think that if 
we took time to watch and 
learn from our children's 
behaviour we would see they 
are streets ahead of- us, with 
many vital characteristics of 
being the kind of human 
beings God wants us to be. 

This month, on 11 March, 
our diocese is hosting a spe- 
cial day at Marlborough 
School, Woodstock, for any- 
one wanting to help the chi- 
dren in our families, church 
and schools to grow in faith. 

It promises to be an inter- 
esting day. But I'll go with the 
knowledge that teaching my 
children about God's will for 
us is only half the story. 

I'll also remember Jesus' 
words that have rung so true 
for me so many times in the 
last 10 years: 

'Unless you change and 
become like little children, 
you will never enter the king- 
dom of heaven.' 



One Lord, one faith, one God; 
provision for the partially-sighted 


Photo competition: A visitor’s view 

by Glenn Watson 


Cooperating with those of 
other beliefs 

I SHARE G. R Hargove’s 
belief that there is only one 
God (Letters February) but 
neither he nor I can define 
God. 

We believe the statement in 
Genesis that God created 
man. All the people in the 
world are, therefore, God’s 
people. 

I suspect that throughout 
the ages people have sensed 
the presence of God and have 
sought to understand him, 
their eventual beliefs being 
influenced by the words said 
and written by various 
preachers. I think it probable 
that the resultant diverse 
faiths are variations in an 
acceptance of the one God 
and in the methods of com- 
municating with him. 

It is surely far better to talk 
to and associate with people 
of other faiths than to shun 
them and even fight them. 
By cooperating with them we 
can share an aim to eliminate 
the evils listed by G. R? 
Hargrove and to pursue our 
objective of peace on the 
earth and goodwill to all 
men. 

John Whitwick 

Headington, Oxford 


Help for partially sighted 

I AM visually impaired and I 
have found that there are 
churches with no provision 
for the partially sighted and 
I would like to offer a few 
suggestions. 

It is a great help if service 
sheets are provided in Big 
Print, Arial 16 is good and 
clear, dense black on white is 
usually the easiest to read 
with a magnifying glass. It is 
preferable to have the sheets 
enlarged via a computer on 
no bigger that A4, magnifica- 
tion done on a photo-copier 
comes on huge sheets of 


paper and is grey and diffi- 
cult to decipher. It is disap- 
pointing to go to any service, 
Sunday morning. 

Christening, Wedding, 
Funeral and feel excluded 
from the service because of 
the impossibility of reading 
the service sheets. In our 
parish we found that once 
the Rector started providing 
bigger print more people 
than expected found it use- 
ful. Any other literature, 
such as prayer diaries or 
weekly notice sheets are use- 
ful in the same format. 

Big Print hymn books are 
sometimes available but, for 
me, they are too small print 
and not densely black. 
Overhead projection is a use- 
ful tool for the normally 
sighted but for anyone with 
poor sight the screen is a 
hopeless blur of light. 

It is also helpful for those 
who cannot see well to have 
white lines at the edges of 
dark steps and black at the 
edges of white steps. If the 
steps are open it is safer if the 
lines are extended round the 
sides of the steps. 

Una M Dean (Mrs) 

Cowley Parish, Oxford 


We apologise for the omission 
of two sentences in Revd G R 
Hargrove’s letter published in 
February. The letter can be 
read in full on the diocesan 
web site: www. oxford. angli- 
camorg 

Please do continue to 
respond to articles and issues 
raised in the DOOR and reli- 
gious articles in other media. 
Your opinions are valued. 
The Editor reserves the right 
to edit letters where necessary. 
Write to The Editor, The 
DOOR newspaper, North 
Hinksey Lane, Oxford, 0X2 
ONB. 


I have just visited the exhibi- 
tion at Christ Church 
Cathedral of the winning 
entries from the DOOR’s 
photo competition in which 
readers were invited to send 
in an original photograph 
inspired by a Bible verse. 

Viewed together, I found 
they offered a wonderful 
opportunity for reflection 
and enjoyment, with the still- 
ness of the Cathedral perfect 
for contemplation. 

Sandra Atkinson’s study of 
a fisherman’s nets, reels and 
floats is vibrantly colourful. 
The curves of the reels, the 
geometries of the netting, and 
the slanting colours provide a 
satisfying feast for the eyes. 
The chosen, and famous, 
verse* is ‘Follow me and I will 
make you fishers of men’ 
(Matthew 4:19). What, it 
asks, are the tools for that? 
What should we, as 
Christians, be doing with our 
lives and faith? 

Ron Thompson’s becalmed 
boat on Italy’s Lake Garda is 
a much quieter piece, true to 
its chosen verse: ‘Be still, and 
know that I am God’, Psalm 
46:10. 

Darkening lends a softly 
sombre tone. Yet through the 
gap in the mountains we’re 
drawn to glimpses of blue, an 
invitation to calmness. 
However you feel, it says, 
amid all your business, 
remember God and regain 
your focus. 

Penny Sidebotham studies 
the beguiling fragility of a 
spider’s web. The web, held 
left, right and bottom by 
leaves, roundly fills the 
frame. 

It’s a pleasing image. A spi- 
der’s web looks spectacular, 
magic even, and has a 
strength of sorts. But here 
dew gives it a droopy look, as 
if it’s moments away from 
breaking. Hence the verse: 
‘Such is the fate of all who 


forget God... what he relies 
on is a spider’s web’ (Job 
8:13-14). Our lives may feel 
magical, strong, exciting. But 
who or what are we really 
relying on? 

Christine Gower provides 
a luscious image of full-to- 
bursting grapes amid broad 
and angular leaves. Sun 
washes over, dapples of shad- 
ow adding depth. 

Opting away from ‘I am 
the true vine’, the verse is the 
apocalyptic ‘gather the clus- 
ters of grapes from the earth’s 
vine, because its grapes are 
ripe’ (Revelation 14:18). 
Ripeness (kairos) is a key 
Biblical theme: God waits till 
the time is right. But will we, 
like the grapes, be ready? 

Oxford’s Edwina Towson 
was the competition winner. 
Deceptively simple, it’s an 
early morning shot taken in 
Nice, of a solitary boat on 
the sea, shingle and sand 
between us and the boatman. 
Bands of colour and texture 
ripple down from sky to 
water to sand. 

The other photographs are 
pictures of the things in 
them: this shows something 
that happened before we got 
there. Hundreds of foot- 
prints pit the sand. ‘The 
crowd that gathered round 
[Jesus] was so large that he 
got into a boat and sat in it 
out on the lake while all the 
people were along the shore’ 
(Mark 4:1). The crowd is 
gone, Jesus is still there as if 
waiting. 

In the peace of this picture, 
it’s just you and him. A stir- 
ring yet comfortingly unset- 
tling experience. 

All credit to the diocese for 
this lovely little exhibition. 
Churches can borrow them 
for display and I certainly 
recommend that they do. 

These photos can refresh 
your spirit. And which of us 
doesn’t need that? 


An ad 
this size 
just £50 


m i lt © n Keynes Ch©r.ale 

& period instruments of the Hanover Band 
Mozart's exhilarating setting of Handel's Messiah 






Sun April 2nd 
7.30pm Milton Keynes Theatre 

Conductor : Stuart Dunlop Soloists: Tinuke Olafimihan 
Catherine King, Joseph Cornwell, Martin Robson 

Tickets: £8 £10 £14 £17 £20 (cones on top 3 prices) 
from Theatre Box Office 0870 060 6652 ( bkg fee) 
also see www.mkchorale.fsnet.co.uk for booking form 


To Advertise in 


All Saints’ Church, Ascot Heath 

The Door 


Royal Ascot Races June 20th - 24th 2006 

Newspaper 

Call 


Hospitality & Car Parking 

(Just 3 minutes from the race course gate) 
Parking: Cars: £15 Minibuses: £20 Limousines: £25 

020 7417 5802 


Fully Licensed buffet restaurant open from 10.30am. 
Picnic Area 

jpfgjk OlneyStme- 

W ^**p*tu it™*- t 

WKKm Slktt pitta 


Afternoon Cream Teas 


Established 20 years ago for discerning race goers 


Beautiful Grade 2 Listed Church restored for the Millennium 

Unique 43HP ^**4 


For a copy of our brochure & bookings please contact: 

C'kmtcnifuj ! Wejtfituj tyVMt etc 

gift* kxM CAfVwf in 


Mr Peter Cleare Tel: 01344 622086 

Wdsk SlnU Witk eptimtd 0fZ?4* 71 £077 


E-Mail: mascleare@btintemet.com 

McnrntqiLflitu}. 

uSWW.dneijstane.cc.ulc 


Website:www.All-Saints-Ascot.org 


M 


• I 






12 


THE DOOR : MARCH 2006 


f 


+ 


Fairtrade Food 


Tomato and Mixed Pepper Jelly 

by our cookery writer Ann Way 

I made this up because I had some tomato juice left in a carton in the fridge and I wondered what 
to do with it. I suppose I could have made a tomato sorbet, but I had some peppers that needed 
using and rather a lot of baby tomatoes as well, so before they reached their 'eat me' date I thought 
it would be nice to finish them all up in a slightly unusual way. My family loved it and suggested 
I could use it for one of my DOOR recipes - so here it is. Do try it 

Ingredients 

1/2 pint of tomato juice 
1 packet of gelatine 
1/2 yellow, 1/2 red, 1/2 green pepper 
4 little vine tomatoes 
teaspoon of tomato puree 
4 tablespoons of hot water 
small sprig of basil leaves 
some chopped chives 
one slightly bigger tomato for decoration 
pinch of sugar for above tomato 
1 pot fromage frais 

Method 

Skin the tomatoes by plunging in to boiling water, count to 10 and then put them in cold water. 
The skins will come off easily. Leave them to cool and then slice them in to tiny slices. Chop the 
three lots of peppers up small removing pithy bits and seeds. Dissolve the gelatine powder into the 
hot water and then stir in the tomato juice and the tomato puree, making sure all the gelatine has 
been properly melted. Rinse a pint size jelly mould and put in the sliced cherry vine tomatoes first. 
Let them settle, to the bottom of the mould when you pour in the tomato juice mixture. Put it in 
a cool place until beginning to set and then stir the mixed peppers and the chopped chives in gen- 
tly so you don't disturb the tomato slices at the bottom. Cover with cling film and put back in the 
fridge until set. Turn out when wanted on to a pretty dish, a glass one looks nice. Slice the remain- 
ing tomato by cutting in half in the water lily style (jagged edges). Use just one half placed in the 
centre of the jelly. Slice a little off the bottom so that it sits straight. Sprinkle the little bit of sugar 
on it. Decorate with basil, fromage frais and chives. 



Mothers’ Union put to the test 


ONLY a few years ago it could 
be hard to find Fairtrade food 
and drink on your local 
shop's shelves - but now, with 
more than 1,300 retail and 
catering products carrying the 
FAIRTRADE mark, the prob- 
lem can be not where to find 
them, but which ones to 
choose! 

With an eye to recommend- 
ing some favourites, the 
DOOR asked the Kidlington 
Mothers' Union to taste test 
some of the available prod- 
ucts. 

Ease dictated that we 
focused primarily on choco- 


late and biscuits . . . but there 
were some other options, too. 
And the results? 

The surprise to many were 
the Traidcraft plantain chips 
and Tropical Wholefoods 
dried mango slices which 
were also available. While 
they didn't look particularly 
prepossessing, most of our 
tasters rated them highly, 
with each being named a 
potential ‘product of the 
Fairtrade fortnight’ by at least 
one taster. 

If you're wondering what 
to drink with your biscuits, 
by the way, the DOOR 


Fairtrade 
reporter 
has been 
collecting 
recom- 
menda- 
tions on tea. High on the list 
are Teadirect, Traidcraft's 
Indian Ocean and, for those 
who favour herbals, Equal 
Exchange's Rooibos and 
Hampstead's Organic Rosehip 
Hibiscus (which is also lovely 
for poaching apples!). 

Maranda St John Nicolle is co- 
ordinator of Christian Concern 
for One World 



Chocolate 
1st place 

Traidcraft Organic Plain 

‘intense, rich chocolate’ 

2nd place 

Divine Dark 

‘smooth’ ‘delicious’ 

3rd place 

Divine Coffee Milk Chocolate 

‘sweet and very tasty’ 

(joint) 

Traidcraft Organic Cappuccino 

‘melts in the mouth’ 

4th place 

Dubble 

‘sweet and crunchy’ 

5th place 

Co-op Dark 

‘not so much body or taste’ 

Biscuits 

Green Sc Black's Organic Maya Gold 

‘a bit of orange,’ ‘intense’ 

1st place 

Traidcraft Stem Ginger Cookies 

the overwhelming favourite! 

2nd place 

Sheriffs Chocolate-Coated Shortbread 

‘very nice, but quite sweet’ 

3rd place 

Co-op All Butter Choc Chip Shortbread 

‘very good’ 

4th place 

Sheriffs Cherry Biscuits 

‘lovely’ but also ‘a little dry’ 

(joint) 

Traidcraft Organic Brazil Nut Cookies 

ranged from ‘best of all’ to ‘not v. nice’ 


i 
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Learning that Christianity is multicultural 


By Greg Obong-Oshotse 

Soft-spoken Dione McDonald looks 
like the kind of girl who would love 
a pampered life in a world of soft 
and dainty things. Certainly not the 
picture of your traditional mission- 
ary. 

Dione is of Jamaican origin and 


female - though the glint of steel is 
there. It would have to be; on trips 
spanning four continents, she has 
come up against the same reaction: 
people are taken aback that she is a 
missionary. 

“In some of these countries, I am 
the first person of colour they’ve 
seen,” says Dione. “They simply 


have no historical reference for me.” 
Not that this disturbs her. On 
the contrary, she says, “I felt so priv- 
ileged to be in that position, to be a 
representative of the body of Christ 
to them; to let them see that the 
body of Christ is made up of so 
many different people - races, cul- 
tures, tribes, etc.” 


The ‘Adventure of Faith’ 


A 


Adventure P/us 


Summer adventure holidays in Oxfordshire & 
Berkshire... also Youth 
& School Residential 
Leadership Training ... 
and the all action 

A+ Gap Year 

DISTIL program... 

Disci pies hip. Training, 

Instructor, Leadership 

...which adventure ore, you looking for? 

A+ . . . helping you realise your potential in a positive 
Christian environment 



liiliiilil 


enquiries@adventureplus.org.uk 

01993 703308 


And, even more intriguing, she 
adds: “I’ve always wanted to go to 
places where I’d be a surprise. I 
choose to go to such places.” In part 
because, “Missionaries help to 
break stereotypical views and edu- 
cate people.” In her own quiet ways, 
she has discovered their power and, 
just as unobtrusively, chosen their 
ways as her weapon. 

Last summer she was the 
only black person, and just one 
of two females on a Church 
Mission Society-sponsored 
Encounter trip to the second 
South Asian Youth Conference in 
Bangalore, India. It was for her 
an opportunity to share “differ- 
ent challenges” and explore 
“how we can support each 


other.” This was especially so with 
regard to projects for girls who drop 
out from schools and marry very 
young. 

“Most were strong Christians 
and their love had no condition,” 
says Dione. 

Earlier trips to Ghana, Bulgaria, 
Russia, Peru and the Philippines 
have helped Dione, also a doctoral 
student in Social Psychology at the 
University of East London, to hone 
her insights on missions. Every trip 
reinforces her view that more ethnic 
minority Britons need to go out 
there. “The body of Christ is multi- 
cultural but when it comes to mis- 
sion work, that’s not represented; 
that breaks my heart,” she says 
touchingly. 


'This trip 

changed my life!' 



30 June -27 July 2006 Amman, Jordan 




Find out more at www.meet-meco.org 
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Rachael’s childcare in Guatemala 


THE opening of a care centre 
in Guatemala this month is the 
realisation of a dream for a 
former care worker from 
Standlake. 

Rachael Ker, from the 
Lower Windrush Benefice is 
the founder of the Maya 
Childcare Trust which is open- 
ing the Acorn Childcare 
Centre in Quetzaltenago to 
provide a safe and caring, edu- 
cational environment for chil- 
dren living in poverty and at 
risk of neglect. 

She told St Giles’ Church, 
who chose the Trust as one of 
their charities in 2004 and 
2005: ‘Many mothers have to 
do whatever work they can to 
support their family, and 
youngsters are often left in the 
care of children only slightly 
older than themselves. An 
eight-year-old may have to 
skip school to care for younger 
siblings.’ 

The centre will offer child- 
care during school hours to 
enable these older children to 
attend school, and work close- 
ly with the families to offer 
support. 



A young Mayan girl photo The Maya Childcare Trust 


Abingdon to Ghana with GILLBT 


Bv Eileen Bontempelli 

PAT Herbert, one of the mission partners of 
Christ Church, Abingdon has been working 
with the Ghana Institute of Linguistics, 
Literacy and Bible Translation (GILLBT) for 
more than 30 years. So, when she asked our 
congregation for help with computer training 
for the staff last year I offered my 3-week 
annual holiday to help. 

I had never taught before but, with a list of 
courses and suggested subject matter I was 
helped by friends to put together a set of Power 
Point presentations and soon found myself in a 
GILLBT guesthouse on the outskirts of Tamale 
in northen Ghana. 

GILLBT is now run by Ghanaians and Pat is 
one of only a few westerners still working 
there. Computers are now available for both 
the main office staff and those in the literacy 
and Bible translation projects in the villages 
(often laptops so that power breakages do not 
cause complete loss of work). My jo£ was to 
help them understand and use the new tech- 
nology. 

My courses with them ran daily attracting 
about 13-14 people each session. Their IT 
knowledge varied from nothing to experienced 
and I adjusted the courses as we went along. 

Everyone said they felt that they had learned 
a lot and would have more confidence to look 
for help within the system in future. 

My days started with Devotions in the can- 
teen from 8-8. 30am - a great way to start the 
day! Tea break and lunch were other opportu- 


nities to talk to the staff and my pupils. 
Everyone was friendly and made me feel at 
home. 

On Sundays we attended the Gumani Bible 
Church of Africa, set up by SIM (Serving in 
Mission). The service was conducted in English 
with immediate translation into the local 
Dagbani language. We sang several songs 
mostly in English (no songbooks), prayed, had 
Bible readings and a sermon. So it was very 
similar to my normal services at home, if a lit- 
tle harder to understand the accent. 

The Sunday school at our Abingdon church 
had given me lots of pens, pencils, pads and 
greetings to give to the children in Tamale. The 
Sunday school there has 24 children from 
babies to 16-year-olds, run by the new elder’s 
wife with no equipment or resources at all, so 
our gifts were most welcome. They sang me 
songs and prayed for me too, showing great 
confidence in God. 

Despite the general poverty I found that the 
churchgoers in Ghana appeared to have great 
faith in prayer and supported each other well. 
Prayer was said daily, not only at meals but 
before journeys and at the start and end of my 
courses. I felt they had God in their minds and 
hearts at all times. They have much to teach us! 

I thank God that He gave me this opportuni- 
ty to use my skills and have an unforgettable 
experience, allowing learning to be a two-way 
encounter. 

Eileen worships at Christ Church, Abingdon 



Enjoy the luxury of the lofted honeymoon suite 
complete with Victorian bath, double volume 
shower, and your own romantic fireplace. 


Scrumptious breakfast, fireside hospitality with 
a relaxed and friendly atmosphere will entice 
you to linger that extra day. 


Personalized and professional attention by the 
owner, Tersia de Vos, ensures your stay a 
memorable one 

Please contact: de Oude Pastorie (The Old 
Rectory) 

Tel/Fax +27 (0) 285143016 
E-mail oudepastorie@icon.co.za 


De Oude Pastorie ( The Old Rectory) 


Nestled under the Langeberg Mountains, in the 
beautiful Boland town of Swellendam, this 
magnificent Victorian style house has wel- 
comed visitors from all corners of the world. 
The peaceful settings of the gardens, to the 
warmth of the decor, and comfort and service to 
the visitor, guarantees their return. 

This historical building traditionally housed the 
pastor of the adjoining church. 

Flawless elegance in a stately manor home. A 
seamless blend of Cape Dutch and Victorian 
luxury with lavishly appointed furnishings. A 
spacious garden for leisurely private time. In 
every possible way - a home away from your 
own. 


BARBADOS 

ST. JAMES 

Luxury Beach Front 
cottages, villas, studio. 

020 8232 8128 

Web: www.barbados 
privatevillas.com 


MERGANSER CRUISES 

Come cruising with us on our 
converted 3- passenger barge 
MERGANSER in France in 2006. 

A REAL TREAT! Very relaxing, 
wonderful food and interesting 
conducted tours. Single travellers 
always welcome and no supplements. 
Special rates available for parties of 5 
or over. MERGANSER, DEPT CE, 31 
Wellington St, Hertford SG14 3 AN. 
Tel: 01992 550616 

Email: ukwh@bargedirect.com 


DEVON 

COTTAGES 

3 miles beautiful North Coast, 

2 hies Exmoor, sleep 2-6. 

Heated indoor Pool. 

Games Bam. Peace and 
quiet in secluded 34 acres. 

Short breaks available 
Tel: 01271 832376 
www. rrarthootemanorfarm.co.uk 


COACH HOLIDAY TO ALTENAU, 
SITUATED IN THE HARZ MOUNTAINS, 
NORTH GERMANY 

4-18 August 2006 

Staying in the Christian Endeavour Centre, Altenau 

This holiday includes excursions to the beautiful historical towns 
and villages in the area, including Goslar the capital of the Harz 
region. There are various guided walks on level ground included in 
the holiday and also the easy climb to the summit of the Brocken, 
the highest mountain in Northern Germany. Another excursion will 
include a chance to ride the famous Harz Narrow Gauge Railway 
(at a small additional cost). 

This holiday provides the opportunity to share Christian fellowship 
within the group and also Christians in Altenau. 

Tel: 01200 442 645 for brochure 


Holiday Villa to Rent in 

BARBADOS 

This spacious Villa is 
situated in St Michael, 
and features three 
bedrooms two bathrooms. 
Just 20 minutes walk to 
the nearest beach. 

Tel 01908 607639 


SOMERSET 

HELWELL BAY 
WATCHET 
Caravans & chalets 
overlooking the sea. 
Half Price for Senior Citizens 
Tel: 01984 631781 
www.helwellbay.co.uk 


ALGARVE 


Luxury 3 bed Villa (all en-suite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons. 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort 
Golf, Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 


Tel: 02380 265683 


BULGARIA 

2 bed apartment, overlooking 
pool, In southern black sea 
resort of Sunny Beach, 20 miles 
from Bourgas airport Sleeps up 
to 6. Fully equipped. 5/10 min 
walk to blue flag beach and 
3km from world heritage village 
of Nessebar. All services and 
restaurants on doorstep. 
Season starts May 2006 
TEL 01280 848393 


TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Arranged for The Door Readers 
ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

From only £89.95 per couple in Europe 
From only £129.95 per couple Worldwide 


m 

INSURANCE 

FT m 

ill 

2 Weeks Europe - 
From only £18.95 per person 

(Price Vary Depending On Age) 

ISlSUii 


»»£££ We have Top Quality Travel Insurance with 
Mill higher than normal age limits 

We can now sell annual insurance for people up to 80 years of age. 

60% Less Than Most High Street Agents 
Regulated & Licenced by the F.S.A. 

Call For Details 

Q 0116 272 0500 Si 
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what's 


MARCH 

Thu 2 OXFORD Oxford Retired 
Clergy Assoc. 9.45am Holy 
Communion with Bishop Richard 
(Latin Chapel, Christ Church 
Cathedral); 10.15 coffee (Priory 
Room); 10.30 ‘Homosexuality: an 
attempt at objectivity as seen from 
the perspective of a scientist and a 
theologian*. 01865 883805. 

Fri 3 IVER HEATH Team of 6 
Quiz Evening in aid of St Margaret’s 
Church. Royal British Legion, 
Church Rd, 7pm. Tickets £5 (£2.50 
children). 01753 654241. 

Sat 4 DEDDINGTON Sing-along 
Evening of favourite Gilbert & 
Sullivan songs, Parish Church 
7.30pm, in aid of church and 
Deddington Festival. Tickets £5. 
01869 338082. 

Sat 4 HUNGERFORD Music 
from Allegri to Wesley (University 
of West of England Chamber Choir 
& Brass Consort), St Lawrence 
Church 7.30pm. Tickets 01275 
349010 or at door. 

Sun 5 READING Combined 
churches’ Resources Fair; The 
Globe, Portman Rd, 3-9pm (service 
of celebration 6-7pm). 0118 942 
7436, <colin.parkes@gmail.com>. 
The 7 OXFORD Lecture: ‘This 
Sacramental Earth: faith in the care 
of souls’ (Bishop Kenneth Cragg) to 
mark 70th anniversary of ordina- 
tion of deacons in C of E. St Peter’s 
College Chapel, 5pm. 

Tiie 7 - Sat 11 THAME 
Christopher Fry’s The Lady's Not 
for Burning , Thame Players Theatre 
7.45pm. Tickets 01844 212834. 
Thu 9 BEGBROKE Drop-in 
Quiet Day at the Priory (bring 
lunch). 01865 855327, 855320, 
<sisterjane@csjb.org.uk>. 


Thu 9 SUTTON COURTENAY 

Praying Together: discussion on 
inter-faith prayer (Revd Marcus 
Braybrooke), The Abbey 7.30- 9.30 
pm. 01865 407566. 

Sat 11 DORCHESTER Bach’s B 
Minor Mass (Reading Bach Choir), 
Dorchester Abbey, 7.30pm. Tickets 
0118 947 0104, <tickets@reading- 
bachchoir.org>. Information 0118 
942 8238. 

Sat 11 LONG WITTENHAM Fair 
Trade Coffee Morning 10am-12pm 
Village Hall. 

Sun 12 OXFORD (Headington) 
‘Themes from Narnia’ informal 
service of prayer readings and music 
at C.S. Lewis’s church. Holy Trinity, 
Headington Quarry 6pm. 

Sun 12 OXFORD Wisdom of 
Age, service of celebration and 
thanksgiving for older people, their 
families, carers and those who work 
with and for them (Spiritual Care 
for Older People and Age Concern 
Oxfordshire), Christ Church Cath- 
edral 2.30pm; preacher Bishop 
Richard. Minibus shuttle from 
Redbridge Park & Ride. SCOP 
01367 870394; Age Concern 01865 
849400. 

Sat 18 CHARLBURY Illustrated 
lecture (slides) by TV historian 
Mark Corby: The Roman 

Cotswolds, St Mary’s Church 
7.30pm. Tickets £8 on door (inc. 
light refreshments). 01608 810388. 
Sat 18 OXFORD Concert for 
450th anniversary of execution of 
Thomas Cranmer: sacred music 
from his period and Robert Hugill’s 
The Testament of Thomas Cranmer 
(Eight:Fifteen Vocal Ensemble), 
University Church 7.30pm. Tickets 
£10 on door, <www.tickets oxford. 
com>, 01865 305305; <www. 


.hugill.demon.co.uk/cranmer. htm>. 
Sun 19 WITNEY Roger Jones’ 
Jailbreak (Christian Music Fellow- 
ship Choir & Orchestra), Wood 
Green School, 4pm and 6pm. 
Tickets on door. 07855 865194. 
TUe 21 OXFORD Archbishop of 
Canterbury to preach at a service to 
mark the 450th anniversary of the 
martyrdom of Thomas Cranmer; 
University Church of St Mary the 
Virgin 10.30am. For tickets (£30) to 
lunch that follows held by Prayer 
Book Society phone 01491 873117 
Fri 24 FINGEST Healing Service 
with laying on of hands and anoint- 
ing at Holy Communion, 10.15am. 
01491 571231. 

Fri 24 HIGH WYCOMBE 

Anglican-Methodist Covenant: 
‘Living God’s Covenant’ workshop, 
St Andrew’s, Hatters Lane, 
10.30am-4pm. £12.50 inc. lunch. 
020 7898 1279, <www.anglican- 
methodist.org.uk/events.htm>. 

Sat 25 HIGH WYCOMBE X-alt 
Praise Evening: Connecting Christ- 
ians in the Community; speaker Eric 
Delve. St John & St Birinus Church, 
Desborough Rd, 7pm. 01494 
436965. 

Sun 26 OXFORD Daffodil Day, 
gardens of Shotover House (ent- 
rance westbound A30, opposite 
B4027). Teas, walks in 18th cent, 
gardens; dogs on leads. Entry £2 in 
aid of St Nicholas Church, Forest 
Hill. 01865 872514. 

APRIL 

Sun 2 SUTTON COURTENAY 

Bach’s St John Passion (All Saints 
Singers & Orchestra), All Saints’ 
Church 7.30pm. Tickets 01235 
848205, <www.allsaintssingers. 
org>. 


Rural Ministry 

29 March Rural Ministry Forum: 

reflect on issues and concerns 
facing those ministering in rural 
areas, discuss local ordained min- 
istry Abbey Guest House, 
Dorchester, 10.30am (bring lunch) 
Revd Glyn Evans , tel. 01295 
788021, <glynpe@tiscali.co.uk> 

introduction to Ministry 
1 April Introduction to Ministry 
Revd Phillip Tovey, Diocesan 
Church House, 10am-4pm, £15. 
Sheila Townsend, Stem, Diocesan 
Church House, tel. 01865 208277 

Pastoral Cars 

9 March Spiritual Care of Older 
People Janet Parker 
6 April Working with Those with 
Mental Illness Canon Beau 
Stevenson 

Shared Church, Washington Drive, 
Cippenham, Slough, 7.30-9.30pm 
Part of ongoing programme of 
pastoral care training run by 
Jubilee River Grouping of 
Churches in Burnham & Slough 
Deanery (£5 per session to those 
outside deanery) 

Jo Saunders, 6 Aldboume Rd, 
Burnham, SL1 7NJ, tel 01628 
663302, <josau@fish.co.uk> 

Writing Prayers 

29 April Writing Prayers 
Workshop Jim Cotter Holy Cross 
Church, Two Mile Ash £15 
(includes free entry to evening at 
Church of Christ the Cornerstone: 
wine and chat with Jim Cotter) 
Revd Chris Collinge, 29 Bradwell 
Rd, Bradville, Milton Keynes, 
MK13 7 AX, tel. 01908 314224 ; 
<chriscollinge@hotmail.com> 

Exploration of Vocation 


17-19 March Exploration 
Weekend: ‘Am I living in the voca- 
tion for which God has created 
me?’ Begbroke Priory (Anglican 
sisters) 

Priory, tel. 01865 855320; 
<csjbteam@csjb.org.uk>; 

Marilyn Parry, tel. 01865 208289, 
276215; <marilyn.parry@oxford. 
anglican.org> 

Worship for All Ages 
18 March After the Second 
Hymn... creating living worship 
for all ages Milton Keynes 
9.30am-12.30pm 01908 394575; 
<traveltogether@btintemet. com> 

Anglican Cistercian 
Association 

Anglicans, both laity and male 
clergy, interested in exploring 
Cistercian spirituality and 
charism, contact the Revd 
Geoff van der Weegen: 
brabo@weredi.demon.co.uk 


Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 
Sundays: 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am Matins; 

1 1 .1 Sam Sung Eucharist; 
6pm Evensong 
Weekdays: 7.015am 
Matins; 7.35am Holy 
Communion; 6pm Evensong 
(Thursdays Sung Eucharist 
6pm); 

Wednesdays only: 1 .05pm 
Holy Communion 


BBC RADIO OXFORD 95.2 
BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday 
Breakfast 
Sundays 6-9 am 
Local religious views, church 
news, favourite hymns 



‘Seven Words’ April 


Moving, powerful and contempo- 
rary two-hour meditation in 
words, music and dance exploring 
Christ’s final words from the cross: 
on tour in UK churches first week 
in April; churches are required to 
provide a tuned grand piano and 
£500 towards costs. 

Canon Edmund Newell, tel. 020 
7248 8572, <newell@amen- 
court. free serve. co.uk>. 

Music and Art 

14, 21, 28 March, 4, 11 April 

Baroque music and contemporary 
art: concerts (45 minutes, free, 
open to all) based on H.J.F. Biber’s 
Mystery Sonatas (written to inspire 
prayer related to the 15 mysteries 
of Christ’s life), plus visual focus 
on a piece of contemporary art 
The Queen’s College Chapel, 
Oxford, 6.15pm, in aid of 
Medecins sans Frontieres, 

Amnesty International, Oxfam. 
Janis Spurlock Stockland, tel. 
01865 246809, <stockspurj@ 
freeuk.com> 

‘Heart of Pilgrimage’ 

Lent course at Christ Church 
Cathedral, Thursdays 7pm, fol- 
low-ed by visit to Via Dolorosa 
Exhib-ition in Cathedral 
2 March The Roots of Pilgrim- 
age Dom Henry Wansborough 
9 March The Meaning of the 
Haj for Islam Monawar Hussain 
16 March Next Year in 
Jerusalem Jonathan Gorsky 
23 March Pilgrimage - the 
Sacred Journey Prof. James Allan 
30 March The Journey Inward 
Abbot Stuart 

Very Revd Nicholas Coulton ( Sub- 
Dear i), Christ Church, Oxford ^ 
OX1 1DP, tel. 01865 276278. 


March Prayer Diary compiled by Pam Gordon 


If one member suffers, all suffer 
together ... and if one member is 
honoured, all rejoice together ... 

1 Corinthians 12:26 
Let us pray to God our Father, 
through Jesus Christ his Son, in the 
power of the Holy Spirit, for: 

Wed 1 Ash Wednesday St 
David All initiatives to study the 
faith during Lent. Diocesan Board 
of Education staff, aided and con- 
trolled schools which they advise 
and support: chairman - Bishop of 
Reading; director - Leslie Stephen; 
advisers - Roy Davey, Gillian 
Allison, Jo Fageant, Julie Mintem. 
Diocesan Board for Stewardship, , 
Training, Evangelism and Ministry 
staff in their service to those with 
ordained and lay ministry responsi- 
bility: director - Keith Lamdin. 

Thu 2 Churches Together groups 
and those in leadership with Local 
Ecumenical Partnerships. Diocesan 
Ecumenical Officers - Tessa Lawton, 
Moira Astin, Tony Dickinson, Tim 
Norwood; County Ecumenical 
Officers - Bede Gerrard, Honor 
Alleyne, Douglas Butterfield, Mary 
Cotes. 

Fri 3 Women’s World Day of 
Prayer. Ecumenical services that 
are part of developing unity and 
Christian witness in the community. 
Women in the diocese with 
ordained, licensed, accredited or 
authorised ministries; Antonia 
Cretney (Deanery Vocations 
Adviser, Prayer & Ministry ). 




Sat 4 Diocesan Communications 
Committee: chairman - David 
Winter; webmaster - Philip Hind; 
editor of The DOOR - Sally Jarman, 
Rebecca Paveley (on maternity 
leave), assistant - Natalie Abbott; 
those who play a local part to ensure 
good news is available to all. 

Sun 5 First Sunday in Lent 
The twinning with Vaxjo diocese in 
Sweden: Bishop Anders Wejryd; 
link clergy - Christopher Meakin in 
Sweden, Tony Dickinson in 
Oxford. Parishes in their develop- 
ment of overseas links. 

Mon 6 Fair Ttade Fortnight 
begins. Claydon Deanery. Encour- 
agement in our many and varied 
ministries, in learning from and 
supporting one another as we 
extend them across our parish 
boundaries. Development of new 
training re-sources with neighbour- 
ing deaneries and a new awareness, 
by all our churches, of the needs 
and opportunities around us. Area 
dean - David Hiscock; synod lay 
chairman - Geoff Strutt. 

TUe 7 The Claydons - East 
Claydon, Middle Claydon, Steeple 
Claydon: churchwardens during 
the vacancy. 

Wed 8 Schome Team Ministry: 
clergy - Andy Bell, David Meakin, 
Liz Welters. Waddesdon with 
Winchendon and Fleet Marston: 
clergy - Nancy Taylor. 

Thu 9 Winslow with Great 
Horwood and Addington: clergy - 
Tony Whalley, Jamie Allen, Geoffrey 


Ball; licensed lay minister - John Dale. 
Fri 10 Swan Team Ministry: clergy 
- David Hiscock; churchwardens 
during the vacancy. 

Sat 1 1 Walk With a Child' train- 
ing day. Children's and youth work, 
paid or volunteer workers, diocesan 
staff - Jenny Hyson, Ian Macdonald. 
Sun 12 Second Sunday in 
Lent All supporting the work of 
child protection: diocesan coordi- 
nator - Stephen Barber. All involved 
in using Criminal Records Bureau 
and supervising the administrative 
aspects of children's work. Those 
who monitor the implementation of 
Better Safe Than Sorry guidelines. 
Mon 13 Reading Deanery. Peter 
Jeal, new lay chairman of Deanery 
Synod, as he comes to grips with 
the mysteries of the parish share! 
The Pastoral Committee as they 
review the Deanery Plan. Give 
thanks for the good things that are 
happening in the deanery and 
remember those who struggle in dif- 
ficult situations. Pray also for 
REGENERATE - Renewing 
Mission across Reading 2006/7+. 
Area dean - Brian Shenton; clergy - 
Susan Van Beveren, Colin Bass, 
Elizabeth Jackson; licensed lay min- 
isters - Tony Bushell, Len Harris, 
Clifford Powell. Reading Deaf 
Church: licensed lay ministers - 
Kenneth Dyson, Janice Palmer. 

TUe 14 Caversham St Peter and 
Mapledurham: clergy - Richard 
Kingsbury, Heather Serjeant, 
Alveen Thoresen, Keith Knee- 


Robinson; licensed lay ministers - 
John Madeley, Marion Pyke, Bill 
Vincent. 

Wed 15 Caversham St Andrew: 
clergy - Keith Kinnaird. Caversham 
St John the Baptist: clergy - Philip 
Dallaway. 

Thu 16 Earley St Nicholas: clergy - 
Dan Tyndall, David Webster Earley 
St Peter: clergy - Derek Spears, 
Rosalind Rutherford; licensed lay 
ministers - Roy Baxter Carole Cull. 
Earley Trinity Local Ecumenical 
Partnership: clergy - Nick 

Thompson. 

Fri 1 7 St Patrick Emmer Green 
St Barnabas with Caversham Park: 
clergy - Derek Chandler, Lynne 
Davies, Margaret Dimmick; licensed 
lay ministers - Elizabeth Gash, Paula 
Andrews. 

Sat 18 Loddon Reach: clergy - 
Maureen Devine, Chris Leslie; 
licensed lay ministers - Michael 
Dexter-Elisha; churchwardens in 
the vacancy. 

Sun 19 Third Sunday of Lent 

Responses at every level as Fair 
Trade fortnight ends. Diocese of 
Kimberley and Kuruman and devel- 
opment of the companion relation- 
ship with Oxford Diocese: link 
coordinator - Nick Molony. 
Members and work of the Council 
for Partnership in World Mission: 
chairman - Martin Peirce; mission 
agencies’ representatives. 

Mon 20 St Joseph, ‘a righteous 
man’. Men in the diocese with 
ordained, licensed, accredited or 


authorised ministries. 

The 21 Reading All Saints: clergy - 
Henry Everett; licensed lay minis- 
ters - Sylvia Cummins, Anthony 
Green. Reading Christ Church: 
clergy - David West; pastoral assis- 
tants -John Barry Croton, P. Smith. 
Reading St Giles: clergy - Michael 
Melrose. 

Wed 22 Reading St John the 
Evangelist: clergy - Tony Vigars, 
Suzanne Knight, Ali Marshall, Nick 
Benson; licensed lay ministers - 
Alan Lawrence, Peter Marshall, 
Jeremy Thake. 

Thu 23 Reading St Luke with St 
Bartholomew: clergy - Nigel 

Hardcastle, Richard Christopher, 
Brian Blackman, Christine Blackman. 
Fri 24. Reading St Mary with St 
Laurence: clergy - Brian Shenton, 
Chris Russell. Reading St Mark 
held in plurality with Reading Holy 
Trinity: clergy - David Peters, 
Charles Card-Reynolds. 

Sal 25 Church societies and insti- 
tutions represented in the diocese 
particularly focussed on the needs 
of children, families, marriage, and 
the elderly: Children's Society, 
Broken Rites, SCOP. FLAME. 
Family life and marriage education: 
officers, volunteers, projects and 
service users. PACT (Parents and 
Children Together): officers, volun- 
teers, projects and service users, 
especially those connected to adop- 
tion, fostering and respite care 
Sun 26 Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Mothering Sunday Our Mother 


Church and family of Christians. Ail 
who exercise the gift of mothering. 
The Mothers’ Union - Christian 
care for families worldwide: presi- 
dent - Primrose Gallimore; branch 
leaders and members in the parishes, 
their projects and work of support- 
ing the clergy. 

Mon 27 Reading Greyfriars: clergy 

- Jonathan Wilmot, Jon Westall, 
Phil Andrew; licensed lay ministers 

- Philip Giddings, Christine Ledger; 
John Ledger; Dennis Parker, Sue 
Wilmot; youth worker - D. Attrill: 
lay pastors - Pads Dolphin, Phil 
Cooke. 

TUe 28 Reading St Agnes with St 
Paul and St Barnabas: clergy - 
Vernon Orr; Eve Houghton, Diane 
Reid. Reading St Matthew: clergy - 
John Hudson, Peter Grosse. Calcot 
St Birinus: clergy - Alan Barnes. 
Wed 29 Tilehurst St Catherine: 
clergy - Denis Smith; licensed lay 
ministers - Michael Heather; Pam 
Toon. Cornwell Community 
Church: licensed lay minister - Tony 
Bartlett. 
Thu 30 Tilehurst St George and 
Tilehurst St Mary Magdalen: clergy 

- Adam Carlill, Michael Oke. 
Tilehurst St Michael: clergy - Fred 
Dawson: licensed lay ministers - 
Anne Attewell, Don Wark. 
Fri 31 Woodley Team clergy; Ann 
Douglas, Jon Honour; Moira Astin, 
Timothy Astin, Jason Reid, Lyn 
Comerford; licensed lay ministers; 
Susan Walters, David Fulford, 
David Karsten, Michael Patterson. 
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A shot of espresso with your theology? 


IN the introduction to Cafe 
Theology, Michael Lloyd 
states his intention to offer: “a 
theology that embraces and 
revels in the variety and phys- 
icality and relationality and 
creativity of God's creation- 
and enjoys it all in conscious 
and grateful dependence upon 
and dialogue with Him”. 
Lloyd's confidence in this 
God with whom he invites us 
to dialogue allows him to 
tackle such subjects as 
Providence and the Trinity 
without shying away from 
some of their most challeng- 
ing and mind-stretching 
aspects. Faith in a living God 


who made us for relationship 
with Him is the thread which 
runs through the book and 
begs the question of the read- 
er: “Is this the God you 
know?” 

Published under the Alpha 
umbrella, Cafe Theology is 
aimed at those who want to 
explore Christian faith or 
grow in it by deepening their 
understanding of key theolog- 
ical subjects. It is written in 
an accessible and creative 
style which remains rooted in 
practical application and 
draws heavily on the author's 
wide theological reading, 
from which he quotes exten- 


Story of an amazing 
ecumenical journey 


‘AN exhilarating account of 
all the energy, vision, work 
and enthusiasm which went 
into the creation of an ecu- 
menical venture which in 
many ways still remains 
absolutely unique and in 
which we can rightly rejoice.’ 

This is how the Revd Mary 
Cotes describes the late Revd 
Canon Robin Baker’s new 
book which was launched in 
February, at a service of cele- 
bration for ongoing ecumeni- 
cal commitment at the 
Church of Christ the 
Cornerstone 

The book charts the begin- 


nings of the ecumenical story, 
from 1967 and the proposal 
to build the new town of 

, . */ v i j • v 

Milton Keynes through to 
present day, and looking for- 
ward to a ‘richer future’. 

The book is available from 
the Mission Partnership office 
or by telephoning 01908 
311310 


MILTON KLYNES 



MILTON KEYNES 
IS DIFFERENT 


THE REVD CANON 
ROBIN BAKER 


THE MISSIONS 
PARTNERSHIP 

£6J5 


sively, and his often quirky 
sense of humour and anec- 
dotes. 

For those with an already 
mature faith the book lends 
itself as material for use in 
home groups or as a reference 
work to lend out to those 
looking for a user-friendly 
introduction to a topic. Each 
chapter ends with a helpful 
list of resources for further 
study. 

In a post-modern age which 
demands authenticity of 
lifestyle as proof of beliefs 
that work this book is a time- 
ly and provocative call to the 
Church to “walk the talk”. 


Far from being the light- 
weight read which the title 
might suggest, Cafe Theology 
is less like a frothy cappuccino 
or weak latte and much more 
like a strong shot of espresso- 
it is probably best read in 
small doses and savoured for 
its stimulating effect. 

Helen Azer is Curate at St 
A I dates, Oxford 


CAFE THEOLOGY 



Bible for children 


ADAPTING the Bible for 
children, let alone babies, is 
no easy task but Oxford 
author Sarah Toulmin has 
done just that. 

Her new Baby Bible, pub- 
lished by Lion at £9.99, is 
designed to appeal to those 
looking for a christening or 
dedication present. Lion have 
even created special editions 
with this in mind - a Baby Boy 
Bible and a Baby Girl Bible, 
with padded covers and gilt 
edges. There are some nice 
illustrations, and attempts to 
make this genuinely appealing 
to babies and toddlers, rather 
than just a simplistic rewrite. 

We liked the sound effect 
text - the splishes, splashes 


and hiccups - in The Big Fish 
(Jonah and the Whale) and 
elsewhere. 

As bookshelves of Christian 
bookshops are crammed full 
of Bibles for Children, it will 
be no easy task to make 
another adaptation stand out, 
but Sarah Toulmin has made 
a good attempt. 

Rebecca Paveley, Editor of The 
DOOR, currently on maternity 
leave. Noah is her elder son, 
aged two. 

BABY BIBLE 

SARAH 
TOULMIN 
LION 

PUBLISHING 
£9.99 



Discovering the riches 
of the Old Testament 


IMAGINE you' re visiting a 
great Cathedral. How are you 
going to make the most of 
your experience? I was drawn 
to this book by David 
Spriggs’ analogy of likening 
biblical exploration to tour- 
ing a church with a friend. 
The author aims to give us, 
the 'tourist', background and 
new perspective to the Old 
Testament. As we may not 
take in everything on a first 
visit we're given key themes 
on which to concentrate, in 
the hopes that we will want 
to continue our exploration 
after ♦the tour is ended. His 
aim is to bring these scrip- 
tures alive. 

Our guide begins by exam- 
ining the Old Testament as 
literature, the order and pur- 
pose of its books, and the dif- 
ferent ways (through story, 
liturgical tradition, and devo- 
tional bible reading) in which 
we encounter it. He then 
makes a brief analysis of var- 
ious scholarly approaches 
before exploring 'behind' 
'within' and 'beyond' the 
text. 

I may admire a church's 
features aesthetically yet have 
little understanding of their 
significance. Likewise while 
the text of the Old Testament 
seems familiar, I don't always 
make the necessary connec- 
tions with my own life and 
faith. So I appreciated the 


author's attempts to bridge 
the gap by placing its materi- 
al into historical, political, 
and biblical context. For 
instance, I found the section 
on links between Old and 
New Testaments and the way 
in which these point to Jesus 
well worthwhile. Particularly 
helpful were the questions for 
group use. Although, does a 
homegroup exist with stami- 
na enough to tackle the sheer 
volume of material? 

Some may find 'Connected 
Christianity' challenging and 
difficult to get into. Also I'm 
not sure it delivered on its 
promises. To be fair, this 
might be due to my learning 
style. And trying to swallow 
the work whole is probably 
not what the author intended! 
This book originated as part 
of a distance learning course 
and as such succeeds very 
well if taken in smaller bites. 

I'd probably return to it in 
that context, and would defi- 
nitely follow up some of the 
suggestions for further 
reading. 

Jane Si grist worships at St 
Nicolas Newbury 

CONNECTED 
CHRISTIANI- 
TY 

DAVID 
SPRIGGS 
BRF 
£8.99 



WORKAID* 

Registered charity No. 1041574 

. ADMINISTRATOR 

Workaid a registered charity (No. 1041574) is seeking an 
enthusiastic and well organised person to succeed our present 
Administrator who retires in June 2006. 

The position of Administrator is full time and the only salaried 
appointment at Workaid reporting directly to the chairman of the 
executive committee. The job would suit an experienced 
administrator with good people skills. It is planned that there will 
be a handover period of at least two months. 

Salary circa. £20,000 

We are an ecumenical charity based in Amersham which was set 
up in 1986. Our mission is to help disadvantaged people, mainly 
in East Africa by providing tools to training projects and self help 
groups so that individuals can learn a trade and become self 
sufficient. 

Currently Workaid has 170 volunteers both men and women who 
give a few hours of their time each week in the office and 
workshop to refurbish and ship the equipment. 

For more information about our exciting work go to 
www.workaid.org 

The job description and specification are available from: 

Workaid, Unit 2b, St. George’s Industrial Estate, White Lion 

Road, Amersham, Bucks HP7 9JQ 

Tel: 01494 765506 e-mail: admin@workaid.org 



ST ANDREW’S CHURCH, HAGBOURNE, OXON is 
seeking to appoint an organist or, preferably, organist 
and choir trainer. Small enthusiastic robed mixed choir, 
adults and children; Sunday morning CW Eucharist and 
evensong, festivals, weddings and funerals, 
monthly family service accompanied by instrumentalists, 
weekly choir practices. 

Two manual west end gallery EP pipe organ, 

22 speaking stops, detached nave conso e, rebuilt 1984. 
Growing all age congregation. 

Please contact Fr Edwin Clements by email on 
revedwin@btinternet.com. Tel 01235 850267 


"For all your recruitment 
needs, reach more people 
than any other Christian 
publication in Oxford! 
Email us at 

ads@churchnewspaper.com 

We currently have more than 
80 000 readers and we reach 
far into Oxfordshire, 
Buckinghamshire and 
Berkshire. 


ORGANIST 

St Nicholas’ Church, Islip, Oxon 

Well-maintained two-manual Bevington organ 
Enthusiastic SATB choir normally monthly 

Further details from 

Christopher Lowe 

Wooster Arms, The Walk, Islip 0X5 2SD 
01865 379072 
jcblowe@tiscali.co.uk 
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Adoption Diaries: part 5 

Caroline and Roger have spoken candidly of the harder times which they 
encountered with an adopted child. Now they share some of the highs - 
and each event has one thing in common ... 

‘On reflection, I really think we overplayed the “lows” in last 
month's Diary’, says Caroline. ‘But it's something that prospective 
adopters must realise: whilst having a family is a wonderful experi- 
ence for those of us who choose to adopt - one day you're a couple, 
the next you're parents - it may well not be a simple or instanta- 
neous transition for the child or children. 

‘As we look back on the really good times for us so far, they have 
been when Jon has passed a milestone. And in each case what was 
significant was that it was a confirmation of his place in the life of 
his family or the wider community. 

‘The first momentous event was io months after he came to live 
with us, when we all went to court for the formalising of the adop- 
tion. That day was tremendously good for him - we took family 
members and the social workers with us, and Jon received a certifi- 
cate and card from the court. We chose to have this “rounding off” 
take place in the same court where the care proceedings had first 
been initiated. It was a lovely part of the country, and the judge gave 
us the impression he had all the time in the world for us to set us at 
ease. It made it all very special and it really was a day of celebration, 
ending with a lovely meal out with the family. 

‘The next big occasion was when Jon had his first birthday party 
with his friends, rather than the small family birthday party we gave 
him when he first came to live with us. So the court proceeding was 
his place in our family being affirmed, and now he could stretch his 
wings and take his place amongst his peers. Jon has gone on to be 
a confident and sensitive friend. 

‘In this last year, he has received an award at school and been 
Baptised and given his last Christian name. It was thrilling for him 
- and deeply moving for us - to watch him utterly at home in the 
wider community of the whole school and of the whole church. 
He's also discovered a talent for rugby and found his feet with other 
new hobbies and skills. Sorry if we go on about these milestones as 
if every parent doesn't have the same, too - but these are important 
because Jon, for all his youth, didn't come to us as a blank sheet - 
he had great sadness in his past. So these great achievements and 
special events are extra-important because they prove to him that he 
can defy, and to some extent erase, some of the negatives of that 
past. 

‘It doesn't take long before the fact of your child being adopted 
no longer crosses your mind daily. I suppose that, if you adopt a 
child with a particular difficulty, things would be a bit different, but 
day-to-day, you don't give it a second thought: we just get on with 
life.’ 

PACT and other voluntary adoption agencies tend to specialise in 
finding homes for the older child or those with difficulties of back- 
ground or health. 

PACT can be contacted on 0800 731 1845 . 


It’s Lent, but not as we know it 

As the oldest Sunday school group at St John's Church in Crowthorne, Berkshire, the teenage 
Pathfinders are energetic and enthusiastic, making time for their faith among the various other 
enticements of teenage life. Should it be a surprise then that these active young Christians prefer to 
interpret the sacrifice and self-discipline traditionally observed at Lent as a chance for outward action 
as much as inward contemplation? Are they missing the point, or finding a relevant expression of their 
commitment to God? Sally Jarman quizzed them. 



Some of the Pathfinders at St John's Church, Crowthorne, Berks 

photo Sally Jarman 


OUR discussion begins with 
Shrove Tuesday. Suffice to say 
’pancake day' is still popular 
and someone even knew that 
the purpose was originally to 
use up foodstuffs before Lent 
began. 

Ash Wednesday was more 
tricky. This is the day when 
the sign of the cross is marked 
on Christians' foreheads as a 
symbol of our penitence for 
wrongdoing during the year. 
One or two of our Pathfinders 
knew that Ash Wednesday 
was the official start of Lent 
but there were puzzled frowns 
over why. 

Impressively, most of the 
group said they knew that 
Lent lasted for 40 days, 
reflecting the time that Jesus 
spent in the wilderness in 
preparation for his ministry. 

So, do they, or their families 
observe Lent with prayer, 
Bible study, fasting or by giv- 
ing up a food or activity? No, 
they said. Despite generally 
being part of churchgoing 
families Lent wasn't a notice- 
able part of the year at home. 

Maddy thought sacrificing 
something we liked was a 
good way of remembering the 
sacrifice Jesus made for us. 

Sophie said she had 


attempted to give up things 
like chocolate numerous 
times, but usually failed; 
sweet drinks could go said 
Thomas; Or Coke, decided 
Edward. 

But most thought denying 
themselves certain foods, or 
activities like watching televi- 
sion, sounded more beneficial 
to them physically than spiri- 
tually, like going on a diet. 

Illusionist David Blaine 
stuck in Alex's mind as some- 
one who famously denied 
himself food or water for 40 
days as he suspended himself 
high up in a glass box over 
London. Stunt rather than 
spiritual quest, they conclud- 
ed. 

Do they discuss the reasons 
behind Lenten observance at 
school or church? 

A few times over the years 
in Sunday School they 
thought. Possibly at primary 
school. But, rarely (unless in 
conjunction with fasting in 
other religions) in secondary 
school. In all of these settings 
it seems Easter is more of a 
focus for education. 

Last month's DOOR fea- 
tured a number of Lent Study' 
packs available from chari- 
ties, offering church groups a 


focus on prayer for Lent 
together with possibilities for 
action to help others. 

Did this active approach 
seem a more relevant way to 
mark Lent for our teenagers I 
wondered? 

Their enthusiasm was back 
with tales of energy and time 
spent on good deeds already 
done. Florence said she and 
some friends at her school had 
charged other pupils to deco- 
rate biscuits to raise money 
for a charity helping Leprosy 
sufferers. 


Leader Nicky 

Swanborough remembered 
another school year group 
being challenged by their 
headmistress to raise £1,000 
for charity at Lent with the 
promise that if they succeeded 
she would dress as an Easter 
Bunny. They managed it. 

Other Pathfinders had 
taken part in a sponsored five- 
a-side football tournament for 
Cancer Research. 

And yes, they said they did 
reflect on and pray for those 
they were helping too. 


BCP services hard to find? 


PBS 

Prayer Book 
_ Society _ 


Registered Charity No. 1099295 

The Prayer Book Society exists to 
promote the worship and doctrine 
of the Book of Common Prayer. 

Contact 0118 9S8 0377 
gpwild@ btconnect.com 
or visit www.prayerbook.org.uk 


TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 

109 COWLEY ROAD 
OXFORD 0X4 1HU 

TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 

• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and 
Cottas • Albs • Stocks • Vergers and 
Preaching Gowns • Preaching Scarves 
• Stoles • Hoods • Girdles and 
Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 


'When you fast, put oil on 
your head and wash your 
face, so that your fasting 
may be seen not by others 
but by your Father who is in 
secret; and your Father who 
sees in secret will reward 
you 1 Matthew 6: 17, 18. 

Lent begins on Ash 
Wednesday, which this year is 
March 1st. The previous day 
is Shrove Tuesday, when by 
tradition all the rich and tasty 
foods in store were consumed 
so that they wouldn't present 
a source of temptation to 
those observing the Lenten 
fast. That accounts for its 
French name, Mardi Gras, lit- 
erally 'Fat Tuesday'. It might 
seem odd to precede a fast 
with a binge, but at least peo- 
ple did take the whole notion 
of fasting seriously in those 
days. 

The Bible, including the 
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New Testament, is quite clear 
that fasting ('for a season') is 
a helpful spiritual discipline. 

In this passage from the 
Sermon on the Mount, for 
instance, Jesus contrasts hyp- 
ocritical fasting, which was 
done purely for show, with 
the real thing, which his disci- 
ples are expected to observe. 
This 'real thing' is an inner 
'fasting' of the spirit, rather 
than an occasion for scoring 
spiritual Brownie points. 

Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Director of Evangelism^ 
broadcaster and author of many 
books including v 0ld Words New Life’ 
(BRF); which offers reflections on forty 
key Old Testament words . 


Those who fast are encour- 
aged to look and act normal- 
ly - to attend to their appear- 
ance in the usual way. 

On two occasioris in the 
Acts of the Apostles the 
Christians are recorded as 
praying and fasting. Both 
marked significant steps for- 
ward in the mission of the 
young Church. The first was 
when the church at Antioch, 
'worshipping the Lord and 
fasting', set apart Paul and 
Barnabas for the first mission 
to the Gentiles (13:2). The 
second was when Paul and 
Barnabas 'with prayer and 
fasting' appointed elders 
(presbyters) for each of the 
new churches and entrusted 
the converts to the Lord 
(14:23). 

True fasting is a matter of 
inner seriousness. It's not 
intended to help us lose 
weight, but to grow in grace! 
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